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©Bar SixtyFive at Rainbow Room
Welcoming guests 65 floors up, making Bar SixtyFive a very
apropos name, the bespoke cocktail lounge at the Rainbow
Room is the highest outdoor terrace bar in New York City.
While many romantics opt to celebrate love this month atop
the Empire State Building, very a la Sleepless In Seattle, let
us offer an alternative - drinks and shared plates with your
Valentine here. As you're looking out across the Manhattan
skyline with the best view of the ESB, it'll be a scene that even
Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan couldn't steal. For more info and
our other favorite happenings this month turn to our Top
Ten list on page 10.
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WELCOME TO THE ISSUE

EVERY DETAIL PAINTS A PICTURE

Friends February is upon us, and even though it’s technically the shortest month of the year, we have
aggregated so many awesome things to do this month, it will feel like the longest.
For those of you picking us up for the first time, welcome to NYC Monthly magazine, your source
for all things cool and new to do in the Big Apple this month. You can pick us up the first Thursday
of every month on your commute at your local subway stop or at major hubs like Grand Central and
Penn Station, or email us at info@nycmonthly.com and we will set you up with home delivery. For
our returning readers, thank you for joining us again and prepare to get excited because… there is a
ton going on in the city over the next four weeks.
Leading off the action we have a concert calendar (page 42) that is night after night of marquee
artists. How about the Red Hot Chili Peppers playing three nights at Madison Square Garden
on Feb 15,17, and 18th? Or Ms. Lauryn Hill playing Saturday the 25th at Radio City? Marc
Anthony is in town for one night playing the Prudential Center on the 11th, and Ariana Grande
is going to pack the Garden on Thursday the 23rd. And don’t miss our exclusive interview with the
country duo LOCASH on page 38 as they give use some inside dish on their show Feb. 9th at Irving
Plaza.
Looking for a cozy cabin vibe to enjoy some winter cocktails this month? We have done the looking
for you and highlighted five great spots that transform into unique characters during the cold weather
season in our City Cocktail Chalets feature on page 18. From 230 Fifth’s 20th floor, outdoor “igloo”
domes that can accommodate 11 friends, to the rooftop at the McKittrick Hotel that transforms into
The Lodge at Gallow Green, check out some of the best places to grab a custom cocktail and get
away from the chill in the air for a while.
And don’t miss our newest feature series Tourist in Your Own City (page 62), with six remarkably
unique things to check out this month like the new Build Studio by AOL in the East Village, the
annual Valentine’s Haunted House at Blood Manor, and the subterranean market TurnStyle at
Columbus Circle.
Not to mention we’ve highlighted the top sporting events, newest fashion trends for men and
women according to our online shopping partner Rue La La, as well as the top museum exhibits and
best of Broadway.
So regardless of your particular passions or interests, there’s something for you this month. Because
although the weather may be cold, the city is still ablaze with entertainment, dining, arts, and culture
as only NYC can deliver.
Sincerely,
Ron
RON SPEARS
PUBLISHER
SPEARS@NYCMONTHLY.COM
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The Wine-d Up
Sure, wine is fine, but 250+ wines
from top producers is way, way
better. And that’s just what you’ll
find at the Winter Wine Festival
at the PlayStation Theater on 2/4.
With two sessions, at 3:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m., there’s no excuse to
miss this grand tasting, where
33,000 wine lovers converge
on Times Square’s spacious
PlayStation Theater for a tasting
that would make Bacchus proud.
Live jazz and light hors d’oeuvres
anchor the event, and a takeaway
keepsake glass helps jog your
memory in case you sip a few too
many wines. (1515 Broadway at
44th St.)
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Cold as Ic

A celebrity chef host. More than two dozen top restaurants. World-class art. Combine in equal
portions, then blend to perfection, and what do you get? The Art of Food at Sotheby’s New
York, of course. On 2/4, chef and restaurateur Geoffrey Zakarian and his wife, Margaret,
will host this art-inspired culinary spectacular featuring dishes from the Upper East Side’s
finest restaurants, all inspired by Sotheby’s peerless collection of fine art. It’s delicious meets
inspired, and yes: of course VIP Early Admission is also available if you just have to have the
first bite. (1334 York Ave. at 71st St.)

Around the World

The world-famous Harlem Globetrotters
are back at The World’s Most Famous Arena,
Madison Square Garden on 2/19 and 2/20. After
playing in 122 countries on six continents, the
troupe continues to return to New York, where
appreciative audiences thrill anew to their
brilliant ball-handling and playful performances.
Their best-in-sports win percentage (only 345
losses over 26,000+ games) makes a victory all
but guaranteed. But never fear: these players are
gracious – and highly entertaining – even in the
face of a rare defeat. (2 Pennsylvania Plaza)

2
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Bottoms Up...65 Floors Up

Rockefeller Center’s Rainbow Room is among New
York’s most storied locales for a drink. Opened
one year after the end of Prohibition, the sky-high
tippling spot shuttered for years before a recent
revival. Today, it’s back and better than ever, and
nowhere rivals Bar SixtyFive for a drink with a
view (especially for Valentine's Day). Divided into
Classic and Contemporary, their list of drinks is
almost as impressive as the twinkling NYC skyline
splayed out before you. It’s tough to go wrong, but
of course, we recommend a Perfect Manhattan. (30
Rockefeller Plaza, 65th Floor, 49th St. at Sixth Ave.)

Captivated by Central Park’s 50+
bronze and stone monuments?
Imagine them in glittering ice.
The Central Park Ice Festival
does just that: on 2/11, the
sixth annual incarnation of
this artists’ paradise kicks off
at 3 p.m. with live ice carvers
perfecting likenesses of the
Park’s most storied monuments.
As they complete their efforts,
colorful lights will illuminate
the Mall, setting the scene for
a thrilling silent disco with DJs
and glittering ice carvings as far
as the eye can see. If you’ve ever
wanted to channel your inner
Elsa, well, this is it. (Naumberg
Bandshell, Mid-Park from 66th to
72nd Streets)

10 february
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Con Amo

Native New Yorker Marc
Anthony brings his annual
Valentine’s Tradition to
the Prudential Center
in Newark, NJ on 2/11,
performing what is sure
to be a sold-out show to an
appreciative local crowd.
Born Marco Antonio Muniz,
he’s the top-selling salsa
artist of all time, and his two
Grammys and three Latin
Grammys are testaments
to his skill as a performer.
But don’t take our word for
it; see for yourself at what
has become a Valentine’s
ritual for fans across the tristate area. (25 Lafayette St.
Newark, NJ)

12 NYCMONTHLY.COM

Ink Well

From its origins with Native American
body art to its contemporary
popularity with the young and old
alike, tattooing has a long and storied
history in The Big Apple. Explore
it all at Tattooed New York at the
New York Historical Society (opens
2/3), where you’ll see photographs,
flash, and even an ink pen designed
by Thomas Edison himself collected
in a massive and historic exhibition.
If you’ve ever wondered about
becoming a painted man or woman,
this is an up-close-and-personal
look at the diverse, sometimes
dark history and colorful future of
tattoos in New York. (170 Central
Park West at 77th St.)

7
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Some things are too good to confine to a
single weekend: summer vacation, the Major
League Baseball season, and the Bryant
Park Winter Carnival (through 2/4) all
come to mind. That last one is ongoing, and
the third annual version includes silent
disco, a giant ice castle, a virtual snowball
throwing competition, a cozy warming lodge,
and much, much more in the heart of midtown Manhattan. Take a skating or curling
lesson, then curl up with a warm drink and
watch the other revelers. You’ll be glad it’s
not just limited to two days of frosty fun.
(Fifth Ave. at 42nd St.)

Drop the Mike
Following the conclusion of his wildly
popular sitcom Mike & Molly, comedian
Billy Gardell is back on the road –
much to our delight. Here in NYC, you
can catch the big mat at the St. George
Theatre on 2/25, where he’ll warm up
the audience ahead of his premiere on
Monopoly Millionaire’s Club, the new
game show set to debut in March. But
he wasn’t always a big shot: Gardell’s
road to Hollywood led through just about
every small-town lounge, military base,
and comedy club he could find, and all
of those chops will be on display in this
fun, live performance. (35 Hyatt St.
Staten Island)

9

Blast Off
What’s got clowns, jugglers, big
cats, little acrobats, and a spaceaged theme to tie it all together?
Ringling Brothers and Barnum
& Bailey Presents Out of This
World, that’s what. From 2/23 to
3/3, The Greatest Show on Earth
comes to the Barclays Center with
a 21st century theme and all the
black lights your eyes can handle.
Marvel at contortionists; gawk at
trapeze artists; giggle at the famed
Clown Alley; and cheer as poodles
and lions alike perform jumps and
leaps beyond human imagining.
(620 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn)

For Events beyond the Top Ten visit nycmonthly.com
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Written by Leah Blewett

New BUILD
Studio Brings
A Fan-First
Experience to
the East Village

I

ntimate. Immersive. Interactive. Like the
city itself, the new BUILD Studio in the
East Village is an ongoing can-you-believethis-is-happening experience. The BUILD
Series, created and produced by AOL, connects
you with the most compelling entertainment,
tech, fashion, and business leaders working
today, and thanks to the casual interview format,
both the moderator and the audience members
(you!) get closer than ever to the icons onstage.

Personal &
Up-Close
14 NYCMONTHLY.COM

Unlike any late-night or daytime show BUILD
Series features open-forum and longer-form
interview sessions with the world’s top creators
and influencers. Located at the heart of NYU’s
dynamic campus in the storied arts center of
Greenwich Village, this is a place to finally ask
Kristin Chenoweth which iconic character has
been her favorite or James McAvoy which Split
personality was closest to his own. Long-time
New Yorkers will recognize the site as the former
home to the MLB Fancave and its incarnation
as Tower Records. Today, original subway tiles
around the elevator bank and music posters in
the halls pay subtle homage to its past, but the
experience of visiting is totally new and fan-first.

Who’s Who
To date, BUILD Series has
hosted more than 3,000 live
events featuring more than
4,000 guests in long-form,
informal, and candid interviews
that are unique to the Series.
Guests have included Oscar
winners and nominees like
Julianne Moore and Ryan
Gosling, Grammy winners like
John Legend, Tony winners
like Cynthia Erivo and Daveed
Diggs, taking a home-town
victory lap, and even bestselling authors. Speakers
have also gone beyond those
known for their words: Olympic
athletes, fashion designers,
musicians, and renowned chefs
(like New York’s own Mario
Batali) have been known to
stop by. In its first week at 692
Broadway, the BUILD Studio
hosted Viola Davis, Nina
Dobrev, J.K. Simmons, and
Matthew McConaughey, among
many others. The list of guests
gracing the BUILD Studio
stage reads like a who’s who of
cultural influencers, top thought
leaders, and bold-faced names.
Basically, it’s your dream
Rolodex come to glorious life on
lower Broadway.

Up Close and Personal
The street-level BUILD Studio
makes live experiences a
priority; in addition to in-studio
talks and performances, it’s also
home to digital screenings, as
well as mobile and social media
content from featured guests.
At its core, the BUILD Series
is designed to foster enhanced
interaction between you and
those on stage: you can interact
16 NYCMONTHLY.COM

Tech Specs

directly with BUILD Series
guests when they take questions
from the live audience, and
can also contribute in absentia
across Twitter, Instagram,
Facebook, and Snapchat.
BUILD Series also has its
own app (available for free on
the iTunes and Google Play
stores), a perfect way to involve
yourself in the action or to book
tickets to attend live. All events
stream live and are available
on demand at aol.com/BUILD
on Apple TV, Sony Playstation,
Google Play, iTunes,
Facebook, and Fios1 Network.

The BUILD Studio makes
a live talk show experience
contemporary again, bringing
it into the streaming age in
an innovative, immersive way.
The state-of-the-art studio was
designed from the ground up to
meet the demanding technical
requirements of producing
the Series’ diverse, interactive
content. It uses a combination of
broadcast TV and film cameras,
two technologies infrequently
offered side-by-side, to create
compelling visuals unlike any
others in production today. As
a result, the studio leads the
digital content industry in live
streaming, producing more than
75 live events monthly and more
than 1,200 in the past year alone.

Memorable Moments
The nature of the BUILD Studio
platform is nicely unpredictable:
it inspires spontaneous and
engaging moments to happen
organically, driven by the
moderator and the audience.
Before taking over their new
NYC digs, the BUILD Series
produced a pop-up concert with
Elton John and Lady Gaga
in West Hollywood. They also
debuted Rebecca Minkoff’s
athleisure line in a shoppable,
live-streamed runway show and
hosted musicians such as Gavin
DeGraw and Machine Gun
Kelly, both of whom were quick
to jump off the stage and sing
right to – and with! – their rapt
fans in the audience. With fewer
opportunities than ever to see
performers live in an intimate
venue, the BUILD Studio is
a breath of fresh air for New
Yorkers, and an accessible and
convenient way to get closer to
the cultural icons that make the
city such a vibrant place to be,
day in and day out.

Book It!

"it inspires
spontaneous and
engaging moments to
happen organically,
driven by the
moderator and the
audience."

The BUILD Studio’s live audience
is booked for each event on a firstcome, first-served basis. Tickets
routinely disappear long before
the talk or performance begins, so
it’s crucial to snap them up early.
To join the audience at a future
live, in-studio event, visit aol.com/
BUILD or download the BUILD
Series app; you can register on
the go, as shows are added, and
be sure not to miss a moment of
the action. Because no New Yorker
worth the name would pass up
a chance to hang with, say, Neil
Patrick Harris. It’s literally
written into our leases, right
along with a commandment to
enter the Hamilton lottery daily:
Must. Not. Miss.
Sign up for free events:
www.aol.com/BUILD and
follow @BUILDseriesNYC
Written by Leah Blewett
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city cocktail

Chalets
N

ew York in the colder months no doubt has its charms. But sometimes,
when the rush-hour lack of cabs or freezing river wind has you chilled
to the bone, the most desirable thing to do is mitigate the winter woes with
a warm, strong drink. For a true escape, these chalet-themed cocktail bars
are entirely transportive and downright fun, with drinks that are sure to
make everything—aside from just your cheeks—look rosy again.
Far above the sordid city streets, a taste of the Italian Alps awaits at
Baita, a winter pop-up that takes the place of La Birreria, the warmermonth rooftop beer garden atop Mario Batali’s Eataly gourmet food market
in the Flatiron District. The glass-enclosed space feels very après-ski with
Christmas trees surrounded by people putting their feet up in chairs with
heavy blankets, munching on foods traditional to northern Italian villages,
and wrapping their hands around warming, wintery drinks.
There’s mulled wine; three house-brewed beers including a coffee-tinged
milk stout; and a range of cocktails including Cabin Fever with brandy,
honey, and rosemary, and the Alpine Fever of St. Germain, brandy, honey,
lemon, and herby Dolin Genepy des Alpes Liquer. Best of all, however, is
the Bombardino—a tough find in New York City that hails from northern
Lombardia. Made of brandy, egg liqueur, and cinnamon, its name literally
means “the bomb.” (200 Fifth Ave.)
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Escape to a mountain state-ofmind at these lodge-themed lounges
Baita Cocktails
Photo by Tanya Maithai

Looking for a digestif to help
digest a Broadway show? Or
a bit of booze to cruise you
through a chilly Times Square?
Head inside the Night Hotel
Times Square to Maple, a
lodge-themed American bar and
restaurant occupying the back
of the lobby with plenty of space
to stretch out and relax with a
drink or two.

"The Lodge at Gallow
Green, a fanciful
vintage watering hole
inspired by bothies,
or rest cabins in the
Scottish highlands."

Photos: This Page, Top - The
Lodge at Gallow Green,
Birnam Highball (Photo
by Conor Harrigan). Bottom
Left - Lodge Toddy. Bottom
Right, Baita Cabin (Photo
by Ron Capistrano)

Split between a 20th-floor indoor
lounge and outdoor terrace, a size
of 8,000 square feet makes 230
Fifth Manhattan’s largest rooftop
bar, complete with floor-to-ceiling
windows lined by enormous highbacked leather banquettes and a
couch that formerly belonged to
Karl Lagerfeld. Such large-scale
glamor comes as no surprise,
considering that it was the
brainchild of the late Steven
Greenberg, who owned two other
famous clubs in the city and an
unsurpassable Art Deco furniture
collection—which is all to say that
230 Fifth is altogether cool and
arguably the best rooftop event
space in the city.

The cocktail menu is as
standard as can be—a
Pimm’s Cup, Manhattan,
mojito, margarita—but keep
in mind that portions here
are American-sized, meaning
you’re sure to get a healthy
pour. There’s also a two-hour
free-flow option for brunch, and
a happy hour with cheap beers
and cocktails daily from 4:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.—a hidden
blessing in this part of town.
Full of dark wood, a rustic bar,
and a giant ceiling installation
of antlers, Maple looks straight
from the Rockies, with all the
welcoming nonchalance of a
drop-in mountain lodge, too.
(157 W. 47th St.)

In the winter, its terrace becomes
a winter wonderland with
transparent “igloo” domes that
can fit 11 people inside, available
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
There are cocktails and bottles
and wines galore alongside a list of
seven hot drinks, including coffee,
cider, tea spiked with a choice of
liqueurs, and no less than four
different hot chocolates that mix
in Kahlua, Bailey’s, peppermint
schnapps, or pumpkin liqueur. All
around, Christmas trees strung
with glittering bulbs mimic the
skyline—Empire State Building,
One World Trade, and Hoboken
all in view—twinkling all around.
(230 Fifth Ave.)

Atop the McKittrick Hotel,
stage to the famous immersive
theater production Sleep No
More, Gallow Green has become
one of Chelsea’s trendiest
rooftop watering holes. This
is due to the fact that, like the
Hotel below, it always seems
to be the venue of some sort of
production. During the spring
and summer, it dons a look of a
mid-century European garden
with flowered trellises, while
during the winter, it becomes
The Lodge at Gallow Green,
a fanciful vintage watering
hole inspired by bothies, or rest
cabins in the Scottish highlands.

Drinkers can imbibe on spiked
cider and spiced wine from bunk
beds while flipping through an
old book, or Irish coffee and the
signature Maple Toddy under a
blanket by the fire pits outside.
As with Sleep No More, the
space is interactive, with an old
writers’ desk and bookshelves
full of antique knick-knacks
that guests are encouraged to
peruse; and on certain nights,
concerts and themed parties add
an extra incentive to dress up in
your seasonal finest and R.S.V.P.
(530 W. 27th St.)
Throughout the year, anyone
pining for summer camp or,
more generally, a mountain
retreat can head to Lodge in
Williamsburg. Inspired by
a 19th-century lodge in the
Adirondack mountains, Lodge
models that ideal down-at-heel
mountain comfort, with antler
light fixtures, dim lighting,
and walls of wood that comes
from the forests of its muse
mountains.
Fare-wise, most ingredients
come from organic farmers and
providers that Lodge’s owners
have developed longstanding
relationships with, and the
drink menu, too, is very
produce-driven. There is, for
example, the Cabin Fire, a
classic peach-and-bourbon
drink laced with smoked maple
syrup, while thyme-blueberry
vodka and beet-infused vodka
make appearances in the
Eastern Standard and Belmar,
respectively. Wines and beers,
too, often hail from New York
or a state nearby. (318 Grand
St., Brooklyn)
Written by Gabrielle Lipton

NYC DINING SPOTLIGHT

WE
CALL
BULL
Meet the Brothers
Behind Dos Toros
W

hile growing up in Berkley,
California, brothers Leo
and Oliver Kremer ate at their
favorite taqueria “eight days a
week.” Imagine their surprise and
disappointment when they came
out East and realized that the food
that monopolized their diet wasn’t
to be found here.

22 NYCMONTHLY.COM

In our interview with
the pair they proclaimed
themselves “bullish on
burritos,” hence Dos Toros
(two bulls) – the brothers’
answer to a lack of fast,
casual Mexican in NYC.
“I think we were mid our
10,000th burrito and just
this lightbulb… Other
people might like this as
much as we do and may not
have access to it like we
do in Berkley. And maybe
we should bring it to those
people,” Leo explained on
how the idea first came
about. “It was passion, and
then we found our purpose:
to bring the burrito to New
York City.”

"We kinda just
keep it simple.
We don’t cut
corners. We
just do it from
scratch..."

While remaining involved
on the ground level, the
Kremers have continued
to build upon their success
and will be expanding
outside New York later
this year, opening their
first store in Chicago. With
plenty of laughs, Oliver
and Leo sat down with
NYC Monthly to tell us a
little more about where
it started and where it’s
going from here.
What sets Dos Toros apart
from similar franchises in
the fast, casual Mexican
lane?
Leo Kremer: We kinda just
keep it simple. We don’t cut
corners. We just do it from
scratch; there’s no magic or
mystery. I think that genuine
approach to the food applies
to our service, as well. We try
to make a genuine connection

24 NYCMONTHLY.COM

and be real, in a really warm
way – not having it scripted
out or robotic.
Oliver Kremer: We try to
source the highest quality
ingredients and then we have
an amazing team, and you put
those two together and you get
pretty delicious burritos.
How important has it been
to you to remain hands-on
on the ground level?
OK: I think it’s very important
to remain hands-on. I
personally roll burritos with
the teams for whatever it
might be, a couple hours
a week, bouncing around
between locations.
LK: This guy is a burrito
rolling master. Samurai, ninja,
it’s really amazing what he can
do. I sadly lack the fine motor
skills…
OK: The ex-professional
bassist… (Leo was the lead
bass player for Third Eye
Blind)
LK: It’s really important that
you don’t act bigger than you
are. Yeah, we’re a growing
company, but we only have
12 locations. We can know
everybody.
With your first expansion
outside of NYC coming up,
what’s the direction you see
Dos Toros going in?
OK: Well, we’re going West, to
Chicago. That’s one direction
we’re going in.

Leo & Oliver Kremer

THE STATS:
2 Brothers
$10M Investment from
GrowthPoint Partners
12 Locations in NYC
16 Menu Options
$1 to Add Guac
11K New Yorkers
Served Daily

LK: Also, South could happen.
OK: We wanna go up, even if
we go south, if you know what
I mean.

For our full interview with Leo and Oliver, visit nycmonthly.com.

5K Burritos Rolled
Per Day
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treats for your

Celebrate this Valentine’s Day with a Bit of Bakery Bliss

F

orget chocolates! New York City
offers a plethora of bakeries
with offerings sure to surpass
the saccharine expectations of a
Valentine’s Day dessert. Whether
your lover is a food traditionalist or
has a taste for the more inventive—
even outlandish—these bakeries are
your best bets for the month of love.
On an island of uncountable
bakeries—and, in the cupcake sector,
competition as stiff as meringue—the
fact that some assert Two Little Red
Hens has the best red velvet cupcakes
and cake in all of Manhattan speaks
volumes about this tiny Upper East
Side bakery’s capacity for baked
brilliance. And that’s not to mention
that the Brooklyn Blackout cake,
unbelievably creamy cheesecake, and
year-round pumpkin pie have also all
earned the same praise.
Cozy with brick walls, farmhouse
knick-knacks, plaid curtains
partitioning off the kitchen, and big
glass jars of cookies, its style is far
more down-home and modest than its
client list, which includes upmarket
retailers such as Dean & Deluca.
Those famous cupcakes draw lines
that make it difficult to snag one of the
small tables. Two Little Red Hens is

best for ordering in advance anyway,
particularly for a personalized
Valentine’s Day concoction. Buildyour-own-cakes offer some 15 cake,
20 filling, and 15 frosting options, as
well as inscriptions and decorative
art. (1652 2nd Ave.)
No one does romance quite like the
Italians do, which is one of the many
reasons why Ferrara has remained
continuously popular since Antonio
Ferrara opened it in 1892 in the
downtown neighborhood that is now
Little Italy. It’s been family owned
and operated for five generations
since, perpetrating the same
recipes for filled-to-order cannoli,
flaky sfogliatella, and the creamiest
gelato in a variety of rich traditional
flavors, along with more than 200
other Italian delicacies both baked
on-site and imported and displayed
in glass cases like art.
Wood-paneled walls with oldfashioned sconces, checker-board
floors, and what is held to be America’s
oldest espresso bar all combine to
make Ferrara look straight from
Rome in the 1960s and the perfect
place for a late-night dessert with
your amante. (195 Grand St.)
Butter & Scotch Milkshake
Photo by Paul Wagtouicz
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Pictured: Left to Right,
Little Red Hen Red
Velvet Cupcake. Levain,
Chocolate Chip Cookies.
Milk Bar, Vanilla
Rainbow Birthday Cake.

"the chocolate
chip cookie with
walnuts, which is
the foundation of
the whole chain’s
existence"

Its name pretty much says it all, and if you’re still
confused, you can revert to its Twitter handle, @
drunkbakers—“it” being Butter & Scotch, the
sweet dream of a place for any adult with an
appreciation for both sugar and booze. Just a couple
blocks from the Brooklyn Museum and Brooklyn
Botanic Garden, Butter & Scotch is an ideal end
to a day-long Valentine’s date. Fashioned like a
hipster’s interpretation of an old candy shoppe,
it boasts bulb lights and fluorescent signs saying
things like “Eat Pie” and drinks and desserts all
as delicious-looking as tasting, though often lines
between the two are blurred.
For instance, there are the Negroni or Bourbon
Ginger Pecan pies, Cocktail Caramel Corns in
flavors such as hot toddy and green chile margarita,
and boozy ice-cream drinks like the Apple Pie Float.
What’s more, this being Brooklyn, the menu also
kindly notes which options are gluten free (peanut
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butter rye cookies) and vegan (the pina colada
ice cream shake with rum). This isn’t a place for
classicists, but rather for those who find heaven
in things like brown butter–washed bourbon and
Hotline Bling Cake oozing with chocolate and gold
glitter. (818 Franklin Ave., Brooklyn)
If Butter & Scotch is an anything-goes, rowdy
middle-child approach to what baking can be,
Levain is the less-is-more, elegant matriarch. At
its four locations on the Upper West Side, Harlem,
and out in the Hamptons, Levain offers a refined
selection of cookies, brioches and buns, muffins and
scones, breads and loaves, and tarts and pizzas,
with just a few options in each category. The star,
of course, is the simplest: the chocolate chip cookie
with walnuts, which is the foundation of the whole
chain’s existence, borne from the goal of creating
the world’s most perfect cookie.

Crispy on the outside, chewy
on the inside, ever-so-slightly
salty, and enormous, it may just
be the single best cookie one
will ever taste, further proven
by the stores’ lines, which can
luckily be tracked via the Levain
website’s line-cam. For romantic
lovers who are also cookie lovers,
a small selection of apparel and
bags make for cheeky gifts as
well. (Various locations)
Perhaps the most
gastronomically adventurous
and cultish bakery in New
York—and Toronto, D.C., and
everywhere in the U.S. that
it ships to—is Milk Bar, the
sweetest member of the global
Momofuku empire. Milk Bar’s
founding chef, Christina Tossi,
is now something of a celebrity
for her creations such as crack
pie, compost cookies, and cake
truffles—many of which are now
trademarked.
These may sound not much
more than tongue-in-cheek
or quirky, but don’t be fooled:
intense food science and
ingredient-sourcing (think
freeze-dried corn powder) goes
into the creation of each, which
is what catapults offerings like
a vanilla rainbow birthday cake
into an entirely new realm of
what a vanilla rainbow birthday
cake can be. In-store, must-try
soft serve comes in a rotating
roster of odd flavors like sweet
potato pie and the trademarked
(and utterly addictive) cereal
milk. Just about everything
else can be taken to go—and
the shops are quite tiny, so be
prepared to carry out and enjoy
at home with a bottle of wine.
(Various locations)
For more news in dining this
month visit nycmonthly.com
Written by Gabrielle Lipton

NYC DINING SPOTLIGHT

DONATELLA

ARPAIA
“The Meatball Queen” Gives
Us Some Delicious Insight

D

onatella Arpaia’s most
vivid childhood memories
include spending the summers
on her family’s Italian olive
oil farm, jarring homemade
sauce, and standing on a
stool to peer up at the stove
learning her family recipes.
An understanding and
appreciation for quality and
bringing people together grew
from there and is a practice
she continues to exercise at her
restaurants today.
Her name has been linked
to a string of successful
restaurants: Davidburke &
Donatella, Anthos, and Kefi.
Her most recent project,
Prova Pizzabar, is a new
concept for the chef and head
judge on Food Network’s Iron
Chef America, and in our
conversation with Donatella
she explains why it works and
offers her suggestions on a dish
and drink pairing this winter.
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You grew up in a family of restaurateurs
with your father and your brother. What are
some of the best lessons you learned from
watching them on practices to keep in terms
of your own business?
My father, was like the immigrant success story.
He started as a busboy, worked his way up. I
was always very mindful when I became an
owner because I didn't work my way up through
the ranks. I was a lawyer and then I came in
reverse, to really remember and value every
person that works for you, to pay them on time,
to know everyone's name, to treat everyone with
the same respect you would treat anyone else.
I like to build familiar relationships with the
people that I work with and really respect that.
That's something great that I learned from both
my father and my brother and a really wonderful
sense of hospitality that I was known for when I
first started. I think I got it from them.
The one thing that deferred is, I think that I was
on the cusp of the whole new...I understood the
importance of marketing and media and that
was something that I really worked on which was
very different from them.
I think that especially in this industry, especially
in the most competitive market in the world, in
New York it's not enough just to have great food
and great service. You constantly have to keep up
in everything that you do and get better at it.
In New York, you have no choice but to. If you're
staying the same you're falling behind.
Your newest place, Prova Pizzabar,
is a detour, would you say, from your
background in fine food? How did you find
yourself going this direction?
It's been in the works for a few years behind the
scenes. I think it's a reflection of my life and
the direction it took, and I've been doing fine
dining for a long time, and I was known as the
personality and people came for me. People came
to see me just as much as the restaurant because
of the personal attention I gave. I did it, I loved
it, no one could be better at it, but I was done.
When you're done with something, you really
do need to move in a different direction, and
simultaneously I got married and had a child and
my focus shifted.

"People came to see me just
as much as the restaurant
because of the personal
attention I gave."
I felt that there was a need for a pizza concept
and finding those old-school classic originals
like lasagna. Like my meatballs but executed
at a high level but in a casual fast-paced
environment. I've been studying this for a while
because my goal is to take this brand across the
country. I'm going big. Go big or go home.
If someone were coming in on a snowy
day in the winter, what would be your
recommendation for what to order at Prova,
and what would be paired to drink with it?
You have to order my meatballs as soon as you
sit down because that's a great starter for a
group of people. Spicy or regular. Then I would
say my spaghetti Piennolo, which is the Piennolo
tomatoes; it's your classic spaghetti with tomato
sauce except this is hand-cut spaghetti and the
tomatoes are grown on the mountains of Mount
Vesuvius, so the tomatoes are really sweet and
delicious. Of course a pie. Which pie? The Diabla
is with a spicy soppressata if you like heat, and I
would recommend that because it's cold outside.
As for a drink, we have a full bar, but we're
actually working on a nice hot punch cocktail in
pitchers to serve.
Your meatballs, you are the meatball queen.
How did you earn that reputation?
I obviously grew up in an Italian home and
meatballs are an obsession. I submitted my
meatballs to the New York City Food & Wine
Festival Meatball Madness. I beat out all the
top chefs from Manhattan, and then I did it
two years in a row, which no one has ever done,
with my humble recipe based on my mother and
grandmother's recipe.
They're pretty awesome. I have high-quality
meat, all my special fresh herbs and spices, and
people love it. That's how I've become known as
the meatball queen.
continued on pg.32

If someone were trying to replicate your
meatballs at home, what would you say
is the thing that they need to be most
mindful of? What is most important?
It's a great question. I think several things.
Fresh herbs, fresh garlic. No dried herbs
and spices. That's key. High-quality ground
meat. The ground meat is not expensive,
so go for high-premium quality meat; not
all ground meat is the same. I prefer veal,
but a mixture of veal, beef, pork. People do
different mixtures.
When they're mixing the meatballs, you
have to mix it by hand, and I don't think
people mix it enough. It really needs to be
well blended, and then you must fry your
meatballs. No baking in my home. Italians,
we fry our meatballs. I'm sorry, I believe
that it creates the golden crust, it seals in
the juices, and I don't think there's anything
better than a fried meatball.
You've been a competitor. That's how you
earned the title as the Meatball Queen.
But you're also familiar with being on
the other side of the table as a judge
on Iron Chef. What is your criteria for
critique, and is there a moment from the
show that stands out the most to you?
I think that being a lawyer trained me to be
impartial. I've judged so many times, often
even with celebrities. They say, "How do you
judge it if you don't like something?" It's
not about my personal likes and dislikes. I
judge it by technique, whether something is
well executed or not. I could eat like a pizza,
but if it's not executed well I'm going to tell
you. Presentation because we eat with our
eyes first, and most importantly it has to
taste good at the end of the day. It could be
beautiful, it could be unique, but if it doesn't
taste good, it’s not good.
I would say my most memorable moment on
Iron Chef, man, there were so many. I'm a
huge fan and friend of Bobby's [Flay], and
I judged him a lot. He went to Italy one
summer, so he started playing with a lot of
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Italian food, and he would cook Italian food
for me.
He made one of the best linguini and clam
sauces I ever had, especially from an Irish
boy. I was impressed. I have a very attuned
palate and I was like, "But Bobby, you did
burn the garlic a little." He's like, "I knew
you were going to say that."
Being a judge, you give your criticism
but you also give advice. Someone trying
to break into this business, especially in
New York, what would be your advice
that you would give them?
It's not enough that you know how to cook.
Some people say, "I know how to cook, I can
open up a great concept." It is a business
and they can't forget that first, so they have
to make sure they're adequately funded,
that they have a business plan in place. It's
not the sexy part of it, but it's the part that's
going to keep you open.
You really, really have to love what you're
doing to be successful in the restaurant;
otherwise, you will fail because it's that
hard.
Now, on the other side of that, if you
want to just go out and enjoy a good
meal, what should we look for?
A comfortable atmosphere where I'm treated
well. We have the option to go anywhere
we want in New York City, so I think the
environment is really important for look and
design and feel of the place. It doesn't have
to be overly designed; you just have to feel
good. Cleanliness, a sense of service, great
food, good drinks.
What is something to tell to everyone,
about what they're going to expect when
they come into one of your restaurants?
I hope they can expect a real commitment
to the quality of ingredients that I source.
I'm really committed to really bringing the
best quality ingredients to them and a great
sense of hospitality and service.
(89 East 42nd St., 212-972-0386)

" I don't think
there's anything
better than a
fried meatball."
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Will Keep
Us Together
L

ive music is good for the soul and
also for the heart, and as we do
each month, we have spotlighted some
of the top acts to love — or get romantic
to this Valentine's Day season. Rising
Nashville duo LOCASH (featured on
the following pages) returns to the
city for their "Ones To Watch Tour"
headlining Irving Plaza February 9.

Pop superstar Ariana Grande
ignites Madison Square Garden
February 23 and 24 with Little Mix
and Victoria Monet. The legendary
Patti LaBelle sings her heart out
February 11 at Kings Theatre, Billy
Joel ponders on red or white February
22 at Madison Square Garden, and
Motown royalty and The Supremes
original Mary Wilson delights at B.B.
King Blues Club on February 3.

The Lumineers
Photo by Andrew Kelly
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Electronic trailblazer Tiesto plays
his first-ever Brooklyn show February
24 at Brooklyn Hangar, Lauryn Hill
gets soulful February 25 at Radio City
Music Hall, Michael Bolton belts love
songs February 19 at the St. George
Theatre, and Lake Street Dive
harmonizes February 21 at Music
Hall of Williamsburg. Elsewhere,
Indie Arie shines February 22 at
The Appel Room at Jazz at Lincoln
Center, Kehlani vibes February 22
at Playstation Theater, SonReal goes
off February 24 at Knitting Factory,
Rusted Root jams February 23 at
Brooklyn Bowl, and pop newcomer
Daya causes a commotion February
21 at Irving Plaza. For our other top
picks for February, we promise these
are better than chocolate and flowers...

NYC's Romance
With Live Music
Is Red Hot
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previous foot-tapping tune "Stubborn Love" and the
five-time platinum-selling signature song "Ho Hey."
With an opening slot on the North American leg
of U2's "The Joshua Tree Tour" coming to MetLife
Stadium June 28, The Lumineers have much to look
forward to in 2017.

Red Hot Chili Peppers
She's the most-nominated country artist at this
month's Grammys (four total), and her name is Maren
Morris. The Texas native, who was also honored as
the CMA New Artist of the Year, recently debuted
on Saturday Night Live with her two biggest hits so
far, the gospel-flavored "My Church" and the urgent,
up-tempo "80s Mercedes." Her “Hero Tour” stops
February 2 at Bowery Ballroom.
Having recently wrapped an opening slot on Keith
Urban's tour that hit Barclays Center in the fall as well
as a CMT Crossroads special alongside Alicia Keys,
Morris is poised to be one of the next great country
superstars. With her powerful pipes and sonic diversity
crossing soul and pop, Maren Morris is sure to make
an impression on the ballad "Wish I Was" and the
optimistic "Second Wind," turn up the heat on "How
It's Done," and keep the party going with the lively
"Rich" and sassy "Sugar." Fans and newcomers are in
for a night of catchy, diverse collection of songs with
both pleasant and striking vocals.
Denver-based indie folk band The Lumineers
descend upon Madison Square Garden for their firstever arena tour, February 2 and 3. Their platinum
single "Ophelia," off the trio's second album "Cleopatra,"
was the top rock radio track in 2016, and the album
hit #1 on the Billboard 200.
Comprised of Jeremiah Fraites and Wesley Schultz
and joined by classically trained cellist Neyla Pekarek
in 2009, The Lumineers had a busy 2016 playing
twice at The White House, releasing the harmonious,
feel-good "Sleep On The Floor," as well as the vocally
sweeping "Angela" and the title track, not to mention
36 NYCMONTHLY.COM

For the romantic types, "Ladies Night R&B Super
Jam" returns to Barclays Center on February 9 with
some of the top soul, R&B, and rap acts of the 80s,
90s, and beyond including Brian McKnight, Keith
Sweat, Eric Benet, Jagged Edge, Dru Hill, Big
Daddy Kane, Mario Winans, and Silk. With all this
hit-making talent, there could easily be special guests
surprising the crowd on duets, especially leading up
to Valentine's Day.
90s mainstay Brian McKnight alone is sure to
deliver the feels when he sings "Anytime," "Back At
One," "One Last Cry" and "Love Is," the duet he sang
with Vanessa Williams. Keith Sweat's "Twisted" and
"Nobody" are likely to appear on the roster as well
as Dru Hill's "How Deep Is Your Love" and "We're
Not Making Love No More," which are led by group
member Sisqo. Eric Benet's lovely ballad "Spend My
Life With You," originally recorded with Tamia; Mario
Winans' "I Don't Wanna Know," which was recorded
with Diddy; and of course Big Daddy Kane's iconic
"Smooth Operator" can be expected, as well. No matter
the occasion, lovers and fans of this era's R&B and
hip-hop are in for a once-in-a-lifetime moment.

"Morris is
poised to be
one of the
next great
country
superstars."

When it comes to Los Angeles funk rock band Red
Hot Chili Peppers, they just "Can't Stop." Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame inductees in 2012, the six-time Grammywinning fearsome foursome, led by charismatic singer
Anthony Kiedis, bassist Flea, drummer Chad Smith,
and guitarist Josh Klinghoffer, return to Madison
Square Garden February 15 for a night of over 30
years of hits as well as material from 2016 album "The
Getaway," including recent single "Dark Necessities."
Fans can expect everything from the foot-tapping
ditty "Dani California" to the bright "Snow (Hey Oh)"
to the adventurous "By The Way" to the delightful
"The Zephyr Song." Though Red Hot Chili Peppers are
expected to play some new material, they will most
certainly play a selection of hits such as "Give It Away,"
"Californication," "Scar Tissue," "Love Rollercoaster,"
and their signature ballad "Under The Bridge." Horn
phenom Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue provide
support for this date.
Written by Michael Menachem

Maren Morris

NYC CONCERT SPOTLIGHT

C

ountry duo LOCASH made a name
for themselves in 2016 with their
third album, The Fighters, building
momentum from lead single "I Love This
Life" and follow-up #1 smash "I Know
Somebody" impacting radio in a big way.
The Nashville-based songwriters, Chris
Lucas (originally from Maryland) and
Preston Brust (from Indiana), have written
hits for Keith Urban ("You Gonna Fly") and
Tim McGraw ("Truck Yeah"), performed
the National Anthem at Game 2 of The
World Series last year in Cleveland, have
appeared on numerous talk shows, and
have been touring on the Ones To Watch
Tour for the better part of 2016, on a trek
that is continuing this year with a stop
at New York's Irving Plaza on February 9
with Michael Tyler as support.

LOCASH

HIT SONGWRITING DUO ARE ONES TO WATCH IN NYC
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LOCASH are particularly memorable
as a live act because their sets vary from
night to night. They often play lively and
unexpected covers as varied as TLC's
"No Scrubs" and Def Leppard's "Pour
Some Sugar On Me," and it's a party with
friends every night. With new single "Ring
On Every Finger" heating up the charts in
time for Valentine's Day, the duo is poised
for another successful year. The guys of
LOCASH spoke with NYC Monthly about
their 2009 experience playing New Year's
Eve in Times Square, why "The Fighters"
is a meaningful song for New Yorkers, and
why the city is one of the most romantic
places on earth.
You wrapped a fantastic 2016 with your
infectious #1 single "I Know Somebody,"
singing the National Anthem at Game 2
of The World Series, and performing on
programs like The Talk, Today Show,
and Jimmy Kimmel. What do all these
achievements mean to you after years in
the country music world, writing songs for
other artists, and finally getting your shot
in the spotlight?

Chris Lucas: Man, it's a surreal moment for us.
We've been doing this a long time. We're blessed
to have a lot of people cut our albums and our
records, but me and Preston moved to Nashville
to do this thing with LOCASH and it's been a
roller coaster ride, a lot more down than up, but
right now it's up. People truly believed in us and
we are very comfortable with the songwriting,
but we had a bigger dream and we put it all on
the line, and here we are.
LOCASH's new single "Ring On Every
Finger" is really the perfect Valentine's
Day song. New York City is one of the most
romantic cities in the world. You even
included some flashmob scenes of people
in the video. What has been particularly
"romantic" for LOCASH in terms of the
feeling you got performing or visiting here
in the past?
Preston Brust: You're right. New York City is
the busiest and the craziest and has the most
people in the world, but at the same time, man,
when the lights go down it is like the most
romantic city in the world, because it becomes
the perfect backdrop for dinner for two or ice
skating. I think of those scenarios, or going to
a little Italian restaurant. It's movie-esque; it's
always been that way.
Fortunately, it was a coincidence that we
used that piece in Times Square; it just
kind of played right into the lyric video
perfectly. Someone proposed and there
was so much energy there. When he hits
his knee and proposes to his girl in what
most people consider the most lit-up,
busiest place in the world, it kind of makes
the world go away for her, and that's an
amazing moment to make Times Square
disappear. Who wouldn't want to get
engaged in Times Square?
CL: It’s a very romantic song. It has a cool twist
to it, and every guy would want to do this for
the one he loves. For a girl it's fantastic. For a
guy, he might take offense to this because he
has to buy 10 rings, but the women will love us.

PB: One thing that comes to mind
is we played Times Square in 2009
right outside for Fox News on New
Year's Eve; it was an amazing night.
Megyn Kelly took us up there where
all the reporters are on the bleachers
to watch the ball drop. It was an
amazing NYC experience that I'll
never forget.
Your song "The Fighters" is a
really powerful ballad that can
take on so many meanings. New
Yorkers are tough people with a
passion for life. Do you agree this
song is perfect for New Yorkers,
and why should fans not miss out
on your show?
CL: I totally agree, Fighters
represents everybody in America,
maybe everybody in the world. You
gotta fight for everything you get. But
when we say this on stage we say you
don't have to fight each other, you
have to fight together.
Why should fans and concert goers
who may not be familiar with you
check out LOCASH right now?

What is your favorite part about touring
and taking the stage?
CL: I think we have always loved touring; we
are road dogs. We have loved each city, meeting
different fans one at a time. It's very important
for us to connect to the world, and it's what we
love to do.
During your free moments in New York City
during your visits, what is something you
have enjoyed doing that might surprise
fans?
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PB: I have a favorite restaurant, Cafe China
on 37th, and it's unbelievable. It's my favorite
Chinese restaurant in the world. I always try to
get Chris to go with me, but he doesn't like spicy
food so I need to trick him into going with me.
It's not a huge restaurant, and the line's almost
out the door every time.
CL: I love the lights, the fast pace. I'm from
Baltimore, so I'm used to the fast pace. To be
honest with you, I love the romance. I love to
take my wife to New York City; there's so many
great places. It's just a fantastic city.

"We try to make
these moments each
night, and we're not
afraid to connect
with the audience
each night."

CL: They should come to our show
‘cause it's so much fun. Every show
is sort of different from the last one
and the one tomorrow, and I don't
really have a set list. We sort of tailor
the show for that night, ‘cause you
can't really plan a whole night. We
could go through a whole routine, but
there's nothing special about that
show. We try to make these moments
each night, and we're not afraid to
connect with the audience each night.
I think that makes our show a little
extra special. We don't even know
what we're going to do at Irving Plaza.
Something's going to happen that
night that we can't plan, and you just
have to be there.
For the full interview
visit nycmonthly.com
Written by Michael Menachem

FEBRUARY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

1

4

3

2

5

February 2017

7

6

10

11

13

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

MONDAY

8:00pm
Freestyle &
Old School
Extravaganza:
90’s
Throwback Jam
Radio City Music
Hall

3:00pm & 8:00pm
The 70’s Soul
Jam
Valentine’s
Concert
Beacon Theatre

6:00pm
Phil Lesh & The
Terrapin Family
Band
Brooklyn Bowl

9

8

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

7:00pm
Brendan
Fletcher &
Aaron Gibson of
“The Voice”
Rockwood Music
Hall

5:00pm & 9:00pm
Maren Morris
The Bowery
Ballroom

7:30pm
The Lumineers
Madison Square
Garden

6:00pm
Josh Ritter
City Winery

8:00pm
Bi-2
Webster Hall

8:30pm
Ben Lee
City Winery

7:00pm
LOCASH
Irving Plaza

7:30pm
The Lumineers
Madison Square
Garden

8:00pm
Mary Wilson of
The Supremes
B.B. King Blues
Club

7:00pm
LeAnn Rimes
Le Poisson Rouge

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

8:00pm
Broadway Sings
Prince & Bowie
Highline Ballroom

9:00pm
Corey Smith
Bowery Ballroom

8:00pm
Ladies Night
R&B Super Jam
Barclays Center

9:00pm
Wyclef Jean
Presents The
Carnival 20th
Anniversary
Concert
Terminal 5

8:00pm
Marc Anthony
Prudential Center
8:00pm
Patti LaBelle
Kings Theatre
Phil Lesh & The Terrapin
Family Band

Aaron Gibson
Bi-2

Maren Morris

The Lumineers

14

15

TUESDAY
6:30pm
Marc Cohn
City Winery

WEDNESDAY
7:30pm
Red Hot Chili
Peppers
Madison Square
Garden

16
THURSDAY
7:30pm
Jake Miller
PlatStation
Theater

17
FRIDAY
8:00pm
Red Hot Chili
Peppers
Madison Square
Garden

18
SATURDAY

19

20

SUNDAY

8:00pm
Red Hot Chili
Peppers
Madison Square
Garden

7:00pm
Michael Bolton
St. George Theatre

8:00pm
Nu Soul Revival
Tour
Beacon Theatre

9:00pm
Lisa Hannigan
The Bowery
Ballroom

MONDAY

Ben Lee

21

22

TUESDAY
9:00pm
Lake Street Dive
Music Hall of
Williamsburg

23

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

7:30pm
Ariana Grande
Madison Square
Garden

8:00pm
Billy Joel
Madison Square
Garden

7:30pm & 10:00pm
Air Supply
B.B. King Blues
Club

8:00pm
Frank Turner &
The Sleeping
Souls
Beacon Theatre

Patti LaBelle

27
24

25

FRIDAY
7:30pm
Ariana Grande
Madison Square
Garden

26
SUNDAY
7:00pm
Huey Lewis &
The News
St. George Theatre

7:30pm
Ms. Lauryn Hill
Radio City Music
Hall
8:00pm
Steve Hackett
PlayStation
Theater

28

MONDAY
9:00pm
Bone Thugs-NHarmony
B.B. King Blues
Club

TUESDAY
8:00pm
George Clinton
& Parliament
Funkadelic
B.B. King Blues
Club

SATURDAY

Frank Turner &
The Sleeping Souls

Red Hot Chili Peppers

LOCASH

Huey Lewis & The News

Bone Thugs-N-Harmony

Nu Soul Revival Tour

Ariana Grande
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*not all events included*
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custom

H

FIT
Custom-Made Gifts for Your Valentine

E

veryone knows what it feels like to fret over hunting
down the perfect gift for Valentine’s Day. We want to
find something that tells that special someone how special
they really are. Flowers and chocolate are classics go-to’s,
but if you want to do something a bit more adventurous,
you’ll have to think outside the box. Creativity goes a long
way. We all want to be cherished for our uniquenesses, after
all. How better to celebrate that than with custom-made
trinkets that remind us that there is no one quite like us.
And remember that Valentine’s Day is as much about ladies
as it is for the gents. This season, show your love by way of
one of these brilliant products that will keep your valentine’s
heart thumping all year long.

The Cast
Custom Leather Jacket
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Pictured: This Page,
Henri Bendel Monogrammed
W57th Satchel in
Black. Right Hand
Page, JJ Hats - The
Marco by Borsalino
in Grey.

F

"step-by-step
instructions
on how to
make your
swanky new
bag your own."

ounded in 1895, Henri Bendel has long
been a champion of women’s specialty pieces,
carrying a wide array of fragrances, jewelry,
bags, and accessories. The brand now offers a
monogramming option on many of their wares,
including their luxury bags. If you decide to visit
one of their locations (the flagship store is on 5th
Avenue), you’ll be able to discuss monogramming

options with one of their helpful staff. Otherwise,
the Henri Bendel website features full-service
monogramming capabilities. Simply choose from
one of their creamy soft leather handbags and
check “add a monogram” to your order. You’ll be
given step-by-step instructions on how to make
your swanky new bag your own.

For premium leather goods
there is no place quite like
The Cast. In addition to the
gorgeous jackets adorning
their racks, they offer a custom
tailoring option, giving their
clientele the ability to design
the leather jacket of their
dreams. All available by private
appointment, you’ll be able to
select the style, leather, lining,
and even the hardware to get
exactly what you’ve always
wanted. Everything is covered
by a lifetime guarantee, and the
speedy craftspeople at The Cast
make sure you get your finished
product in just four weeks.

Knot Standard’s custom suits are the stuff of dreams.
Gentlemen take notice! Luxurious fabrics and expert
tailoring not only allow you to select the materials of
your new duds, but also enable you to explore different
lapel styles, linings, pocket size, and placement and lots
of details that will separate these pieces from any other
suit you’ll find. With threads worn by some of today’s
hottest celebrities, Knot Standard also features their
Virtual Studio, which is a brilliant online portal where
customers can custom-design their own suit. Choose from
a wide variety of fabrics, buttons, and cuts, all from the
comfort of your own home.
Once upon a time, an outfit was not complete without a
hat. JJ Hats is determined to remind consumers how a
sweet, custom-fitted lid can catapult an entire ensemble
into another stratosphere. The Marco by Borsalino is
a classic take on the golden-age of Hollywood glamour.
Rock it like Casablanca under the suede-banded safaristyle brim, available in four distinctive colors. This hat is
unlined, so it’s perfectly packable, allowing you to easily
take it with you as you travel. For the ladies, The Nicole
is an uber chic wide-brimmed piece that will have you
embracing your inner femme fatale. Designed in Germany,
the fur felt will certainly keep your head warm in the
chillier months while distinguishing you as a force to
be reckoned with. The brim features a zipper detailing,
giving this iconic look a bit of modern edge. As an added
bonus, all of their pieces ship in a beautiful JJ Hat box
at no extra charge.
Written by Michael Raver
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women's

Editors' picks

Hand-Chosen
By Rue La La's
Fashion Editors
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“A favorite hands-free bag
perfect for trekking through the
city with your everyday essentials.”
Chloe Saddle Bag
Rue La La

Gucci Round Sunglasses
Rue La La

“Love P ietr o N
day—t he all olpitina f or late night pasta after
a long
k déc or instant ly
re
e
n
er
g
izes.”
Pietro N
olita
174 Eliz

Cute pj’s ensure
the best night sleep”

abeth Str
eet

Three J NYC
Silk-Satin Pajama Set
Net-a-Porter

Vintage Chanel
Boucle Bangle
Rue La La

“Make a statement
with a chic phone
case. This season’s
‘It’ accessory.”
Mandarin Bloom
iPhone Case
Sonix

“A cute ballet f lat gets
you through 18 hour days”
Valentino Metallic
Ballerina Flat
Rue La La
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“A moody f loral dress with sleeves is
the perfect winter day to night piece—
its great with tights and boots or
lace-up f lats for loads of walking!”
Temperley London
Mini Aura Dress
Net-a-Porter

“A gorgeous fragrance!”

Jo Malone
Velvet Rose & Oud Cologne
Nordstrom

“This sleek camera easily fits into your
hand bag for snapping any fabulous street
style moments (of yourself, of course)!”
Olympus Pen E-PL8
Olympus

men's

Editors' picks

Hand-Chosen
By Rue La La's
Fashion Editors

"I love the retro vibes of these
timeless shades."

“Swap your wallet
for this color
blocked card holder.
Slim enough to fit
anywhere.”
Paul Smith
Card Holder
Rue La La

Persol Polarized Sunglasses
Rue La La

“C ruise ar ound
Royce of bikesfa. shion week on t he Rol ls
C onvenient and
c oo l.”
Electric
Bicycle M

Master & Dynamic Brass
In-Ear Headphones
Mr Porter

“A smart blazer to mix
with Jeans and trousers”

Budnitz

Paul Smith Card Holder
Rue La La

Burberry White
Slim-Fit Cotton Shirt
Mr Porter

odel E

“The ultimate tool for
today, this modern
timepiece has it all”

Hugo Boss Blue Hutsons
Slim-Fit Blazer
Mr Porter

"Every guy should have
fresh white sneakers in
their wardrobe."
Levi's 511
Slim-Fit Jeans
Mr Porter

Apple Watch
Hèrmes Series
Apple

“Functional meets fashion. Full
of character and roomy enough
to hold all your essentials.”
adidas Originals'
Stan Smith Sneakers
Mr Porter
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Hèrmes Silk Tie
Rue La La

Logan Top Handle Bag
Frye

FEBRUARY SPORTS

22

RED BULLS VS
WHITECAPS
Wednesday 8:00pm @
Red Bull Arena

This game is the first
leg of a CONCACAF
Champions League
quarterfinal matchup. The
second leg will be held
in Vancouver on March
2, with the winner by
aggregate score advancing
to the semifinals of the
prestigious tournament.
The Red Bulls are coming
off one of their most
successful seasons in
team history, finishing
with the best record in the
Eastern Conference before
getting knocked out in the
conference semis. Expect
a loud and raucous crowd
at Red Bull Arena, and be
prepared to cheer and sing
throughout the game.

February 2017

11

NYRR Millrose
Games

6

Sat. 11:45am
New Balance Track
&Field Center

Knicks vs. Lakers
Monday 7:00pm
MSG

Young stars D’Angelo Russell and
Julius Randle lead the Lakers
as they travel to the Garden for
their only appearance this season.
Kristaps Porzingis led the way
with 26 points and 13 rebounds
as the Knicks won their previous
meeting 118-112 in L.A. in
December.

The world’s longest running and
most prestigious Track and Field
competition makes its annual
appearance at the Armory in
Washington Heights. Events run
all day, and feature athletes from
the junior ranks, all the way up
to the Masters “Life Begins at 80”
sprint. There’s always something
to watch, from relay races to pole
vaulting. The signature event of
the day is the final race, the Men’s
Wannamaker Mile. Held since
1908, there is nothing like the
Millrose Games.

11 15
UFC
Sat. 6:15pm

Barclays Center

Following the debut of MMA at
Madison Square Garden this past
fall, UFC 208 marks the first time
that the Octagon will appear at
Barclays Center. The headlining
match will feature Holly Holm
(best known for handing Ronda
Rousey her first-ever defeat)
facing Germaine de Randamie.
At stake is the brand-new
Featherweight championship. 10
other matches are on the card,
including Travis Browne against
Derrick Lewis.

Great boxing comes to Brooklyn
once again, as fans will be treated
to a championship unification
bout. WBC Champion Badou Jack
will face the IBF champion, 2008
Olympic gold medal winner James
DeGale in a super-middleweight
title fight. This bout has been longawaited, and will determine the
top fighter in their weight class.
This will be the headline fight on
a terrific card.

16

Islanders
vs.
Rangers

Thurs. 7:00pm
Barclays Center

Nets vs. Bucks
Wed. 7:30pm
Barclays Center

The main attraction at this game
will no doubt be “The Greek
Freak,” Giannis Antetokounmpo.
One of the NBA’s rising stars,
the last time he was in New
York, he beat the Knicks with
a buzzer beater at the Garden.
Expect an exciting point guard
matchup between him and the
Nets’ Jeremy Lin. The Bucks have
won the previous 3 meetings this
season, and this will be the Nets
last chance to avoid the season
sweep.

The third meeting between the
cross-town rivals, with each team
winning one game at home. The
Brooklyn crowd will be hoping
that Islander captain John
Tavares can find the net against
Rangers goalie Henrik Lundqvist.
The Rangers are tuning up for
their run towards the playoffs,
while the Islanders are trying
to stay out of the Eastern
Conference cellar. But as always,
the fierce rivalry will bring out
the best in both teams.

*not all events included*
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Wearable
art
Museum-Worthy Fashion and Textiles

T

here’s no question that fashion and
textile design are true art forms,
often involving visionary creativity and
ingenuity, in addition to some ideal of
beauty. This month we highlight three
museum shows focused on the art,
production, and evolution of fashion,
from the groundbreaking couture of
1960s Paris to current innovations in
sustainable style.

U

S

EU

M

S

Though London may
have been the capital of the
Swinging Sixties era, Paris
was central to the major
shifts in fashion that occurred
during those revolutionary
days. The exhibition Paris
Refashioned, 1957–1968
at the Museum at FIT is an
extensive and engrossing look
at the evolving styles of that
era’s top designers, including
Dior, Givenchy, Saint Laurent,
and Chanel. The show opens
with early indications of the
youthful styles to come, such
as the relaxed trapeze dress
created by the 21-year-old
Yves Saint Laurent (for Dior)
in 1957 and a short, black
cocktail dress he designed
two years later. Balenciaga’s
“Baby Doll” dress and Chanel’s
casual suits are also in this
introductory section. The
rest of the show is devoted
to the sleek, modern styles
of the ’60s, from Courrèges’
famous white leather “space”
boots to Paco Rabanne’s mini
dress made of wire and plastic
discs. Also on view are simple,
breezy fashions by young
ready-to-wear designers who
challenged old notions of laborintensive couture and made a
huge impact on the industry
permanently. (Through 4/15,
Seventh Ave. at 27th St.)
The Secret Life of
Textiles: Animal Fibers is
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s second installation in a
three-part series focused on
the art and science of textiles.
The items on display are a
diverse assortment of two
dozen artworks created from
the most important animal

Pictured: Previous Page: Cooper Hewitt, Luisa Cevese working on “Spread Threads” mat. Photo: © Luisa Cevese Riedizioni. Left Hand
Page, Museum at FIT, Paco Rabanne, dress, circa 1966, gift of Montgomery Ward. Right Hand Page, Left to Right - The Met, Secret
Life of Textiles: Animal Fibers, Close-up of Women's Ceremonial Robe, 19th Century, Silk, Cat Fur. Cooper Hewitt, Basket bag, 2015,
designed 1996. Designed by Luisa Cevese (Italian, b. 1955), produced by Riedizioni (Milan, Italy).

fibers—wool, hair, silk, and feathers. These objects, show focuses on three designers who use scraps in
which include hair from sheep, goats, yaks, horses, novel and creative ways. Lisa Cevese, founder of
and cows, among other animals, represent a range of Milan’s Riedzioni, collects selvedges cut from the
cultures and time periods. Highlights of the collection ends of woven cloth and sews them into polyurethane,
include an Iranian felt and silk textile fragment fashioning the durable hybrid textile into unique
dating from the first half of the 1st
handbags and other products.
century BC; a 5th-to-7th century
Christina Kim is the founder of
"an extensive
horse’s head defense made of silk and
inc., a clothing label known
and engrossing dosa,
feathers; an intricate 19th century
for its use of handcrafted materials
look at the
and traditional textile techniques.
French still-life tapestry of silk and
wool; and a 19th century man’s
evolving styles Scraps left over from the creation
hat from Korea made of horsehair
of that era’s top of her current collection—from large
and cow-tail hair. Original fibers
pieces to tiny bits—are put to use in
designers"
are shown alongside the resulting
future designs, resulting in a zerotextile, giving a sense of the laborwaste process. Reiko Sudo, managing
intensive process involved. (Through 2/20, 1000 director at NUNO in Tokyo, salvages the rougher
Fifth Ave.)
parts of the silkworm cocoon that are discarded
during industrial silk production to create fiber
The Cooper Hewitt addresses the timely issue
and yarn that can be used as raw materials on their
of sustainable fashion and textile waste in the
own. The 40 works on view represent both local
thoughtful and beautiful exhibition Scraps:
craft traditions and the use of new technologies in
Fashion, Textiles, and Creative Reuse. The
sustainable fashion. (Through 4/16, 2 East 91st St.)
Written by Marina Zogbi

FEBRUARY CULTURAL EXHIBITS

February 2017

New York Transit
Museum
No Spitting on the Platform d
(Ongoing)

The subway is home to a wealth of modern
experiences, but some – like elbowing another
commuter out of the way or glaring in disgust
when one lobs a loogie – are timeless. This
exhibit, part of the museum’s ongoing collection,
depicts a selection of historic way-finding and
platform etiquette signage that wouldn’t be out of
place even today.

Brooklyn Historical
Society

Downtown Brooklyn
Legends Pop-up Gallery

American Museum of Natural

(Through December 31)

With Brooklyn fast becoming a go-to destination, this
exhibition from the Historical Society aims to preserve
the borough’s distinctive character. Working with Grumpy
Bert Gallery and local artist Steve Powers, they brought 21
artists together to create works inspired by 10 legends and
tell Brooklyn’s story.

This annual seasonal exhibition is among the museum’s most popular, featuring a spectacular assortment of live butterflies and
moths in an interactive display. Visitors walk among the specimens, then learn about conservation efforts and how butterflies
contribute to their environment beyond just their colorful, delicate wings.

New York
Historical Society
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum
On The Line: Intrepid and the Vietnam
War (Ongoing)

An unlikely museum, the aircraft carrier Intrepid now
floats safely in the Hudson River – a quiet retirement for a
Vietnam-era legend. During the war, the Intrepid served
three tours of duty, and this exhibit dives deep into the
lives of the men who lived and served onboard. Artifacts,
photographs, and film clips tell the tale onboard the very
ship itself.
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Butterfly Conservatory
(Through May 28)

Covering the Twentieth Century:
Time and Life Magazines
(Ongoing)

Few periodicals have the staying power of Time
and Life, and their iconic cover images tell the
tale of the 20th century in vivid detail. From the
annual “Man of the Year” to the first man on the
moon, these 18 gems published between 1926
and 2014 tell a fascinating story about American
achievement, innovation, and history.

*not all exhibits included*

Queens Historical Society
Toys & Games From the Attic
and Beyond! (Through June)

Childhood icons take center stage in
Queens with this playful exhibit of more
than 150 old and relatively new toys and
games. From Barbie to Beanie Babies,
Legos to Lionel trains, explore the origins
and history of some of the world’s bestloved playthings. Admission includes a
free copy of the National Toy Hall of Fame
Registry for each visitor.

Morgan Library & Museum

I’m Nobody! Who are you? The Life and Poetry
of Emily Dickinson (Through May 21 )
Wildly popular but almost equally mysterious, the poet Emily
Dickinson inspires generations of readers with her nearly 1,800
pieces of poetry. Here, a collection of manuscripts, letters, and
more artifacts tells the story of a surprisingly sociable young
woman whose rich friendships and long-lasting relationships with
mentors and editors shaped her oeuvre.

FEBRUARY ART EXHIBITS

February 2017

Brooklyn Museum

Williamsburg Murals: A
Rediscovery (Ongoing)

Pioneering abstractionists Ilya
Bolotowsky, Balcomb Greene, Paul
Kelpe, and Albert Swinden installed
murals in Brooklyn’s Williamsburg
neighborhood, commissioned by the
Works Progress Administration /
Federal Art Project in 1936. This exhibit
collects the restored murals on public
view, a product of a long-term loan from
the New York City Housing Authority.

Society of Illustrators
Illustrators 59: Book and Editorial
(Through February 26)

MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

The Illustrators Annual is a once-a-year competition among
the finest illustrators in the world. This year’s edition features
more than 400 pieces, all of which were chosen from a pool of
thousands by a jury of renowned illustrators, art directors, and
designers. Illustrators 59: Book and Editorial is the second
part, and features the best works from both categories.

Art from Studio in a School (Ongoing)

Studio in a School is among Gotham’s most creative arts education initiatives, and since its founding in 1977, has nurtured and
maintained a dynamic community of professional artists teaching hundreds of thousands of public school students. This exhibition
showcases student-created works designed to enhance childhood art education and visual literacy.

American Folk Art

Securing the Shadow: Posthumous
Portraiture in America

(Through February 26)
As American art progressed from stark memento mori to portraiture and
photographs to honor the deceased, living images of individuals replaced our
notions of death as a community occurrence or redemptive act. This exhibit
explores the “shadows” left behind when a loved one passes, and illustrates the
changes in how we honor and remember them.

NEW Museum

Raymond Pettibon: A
Pen of All Work (Opening

February 8 / Through
April 9 )

Pettibon’s pen has chronicled the history,
mythology, and culture of America
for more than thirty years. Here, the
New Museum explores his drawings’
signature interplay between image
and text, moving between historical
reflection, emotional longing, poetic wit,
and strident critique. It is his first survey
exhibition at any major museum in New
York.
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NYPL Stephen A.
Schwartzman Building
A Curious Hand: The Prints of
Henri-Charles Guérard (18461897) (Through February 26)

The skilled and inventive printmaker
Henri-Charles Guérard was an engraver par
excellence, known for assisting Manet with his
etchings and working with a variety of print
techniques. The New York Public Library is
home to the largest collection of his work in
the United States, and this exhibition features
nearly 90 prints from their archives.

WHITNEY MUSEUM

Fast Forward: Painting From The 1980s
(Through May 14)

The Whitney’s considerable collection of paintings from the 1980s
comprise this thoughtful look at the decade’s contributions to
the medium. Having once fallen out of favor in contemporary
art, painting made a resurgence during the Reagan years,
and downtown New York’s galleries were at the heart of the
movement; this exhibition celebrates the work they displayed.

*not all exhibits included*

TOURIST
IN YOUR

OWN

BUILD STUDIO

CITY
New Yorkers are famous for
tearing around town without
looking up, but sometimes,
it’s really nice to stop and
smell the proverbial roses.
(Make it a dozen long stems
– it is February, after all!)
That’s just what we’re doing
here: checking out new,
seasonal, and overlooked
fun that’s right here in our
own backyard. This month:
feel the LOVE (perhaps on
Valentine’s Day?), pose with
an Oscar nominee, and score
some sweets for your sweetie.

Visit Build Studio where celebrities from
Viola Davis to Neil Pattrick Harris to
Matthew McConaughey answer questions
in a live, street-facing studio right on
Broadway. An audience Q&A segment
allows the opportunity to talk to your
favorite stars and musicians. Tickets are
free; simply register online to attend.
(692 Broadway)

LOVE SCULPTURE
Skip the cheesesteaks; keep the art. This
famed sculpture by the artist Robert Indiana
is better known for its namesake park in
Philadelphia, but New York has its own
version (of course), located near Central
Park on Sixth Avenue. MoMA once used it
for a Christmas card; this Valentine’s Day
shoot your own iconic selfie with the art as a
backdrop. (Sixth Ave. at 55th St.)

BLOOD MANOR
If blood-red roses aren’t really
your thing, perhaps you’ll
feel more at home spending
the Hallmark Holiday at the
annual Valentine’s Haunted
House at Blood Manor. From
2/10-2/12, the performers,
animatronics, prosthetics,
projections, and gory FX are
yours for the holiday haunting.
(163 Varick St. at Charlton St.)

Turnstyle
Sure, the subway is known for people
watching. But what about fashion
watching? Yep, that too: TurnStyle at
Columbus Circle is marked by the only
orange subway entrances in the city, and
leads you to a subterranean mall of topnotch shopping, strolling, and of course,
people watching. (1000 S. 8th Ave.)

MADAME TUSSAUDS
Anything can happen in New York, but to
make it look like anything did, pop into
Madame Tussauds for photos with Oscar
nominees (and winners). The wax figures
are lifelike as can be, and no one will
doubt that you ran into Meryl Streep at
the crossroads of the world: Times Square.
(234 W. 42nd St.)

HERSHEY'S
CHOCOLATE
WORLD
Broadcast a photo
and a message to all
of Broadway. Create
a customized mix of
Hershey’s miniatures.
Sample fresh Hershey’s
cookies delivered from
Hershey, Pennsylvania.
Oh, and don’t forget to
pick up a few souvenirs!
This world-class
chocolate emporium is
truly the sweet spot of
Times Square. (1593
Broadway)
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THE STAGE IS SET FOR LOVE THIS MONTH

I

f there’s one thing the Great White Way knows
how to do, it’s red-hot romance. This month,
in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, we take a look
at thought-provoking dramas, biting comedies,
and soaring pop musicals that all center around
romance. Each of these shows speaks to a different
facet of the romantic experience, offering something
for everyone.
The thrilling Ars Nova production of Natasha,
Pierre, & the Great Comet of 1812 arrived on the
Great White Way this fall after two wildly successful
Off-Broadway runs. Joining the ensemble in his
Broadway debut is international recording superstar
Josh Groban. The contemporary pop-rock musical
is inspired by an excerpt from Leo Tolstoy’s classic
novel War and Peace. The show tells the story of
the beautiful ingenue Natasha who is seduced by
the dashing and dangerously handsome Anatole
during a visit to Moscow as she awaits the return
of her fiancé. Her one chance for redemption comes
from the unlikeliest of places: the romantic outsider
Pierre, who searches for meaning in his own life,
as well.
To house the production, which began in a large
tent in the Meatpacking District, the Imperial
Theatre was transformed into a Russian supper
club immersing the audience in the action of the
piece. Historical fiction, inventive staging, and
passionate music come together in what is one of
the most romantic experiences currently running
on Broadway. (Imperial Theatre, 249 W. 45th St.)

Josh Groban & Denee Benton in
Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet
Photo by Chad Batka

desire, angst, and romantic
longing. This thrilling
limited engagement is
the theatrical event of
the season and not to be
missed! (Ethel Barrymore
Theatre, 243 W. 47th St.)

Pictured: This Page,
Heisenberg: Denis
Arndt & Mary-Louise
Parker photo by Joan
Marcus. Right Page,
The Present: Cate
Blanchett Photo by
Steven Chee.

After a smash-hit and critically acclaimed OffBroadway run, Roundabout Theatre Company’s
production of Significant Other transfers to
Broadway this winter. The poignant new comedy
by playwright Joshua Harmon (Bad Jews) is
a look at contemporary relationships in the
age of social media, online dating, and missed
connections.
The play follows single guy Jordan Berman in
his search for the perfect man as he struggles
to maintain hope while watching his best
friends walk down the aisle one by one. In
his own romantic pursuits, Jordan questions
the nature of friendship and “finding the one”
with the help of his closest friends and his wise
grandmother. This hilarious and often moving
new comedy speaks both to the cynic and the
eternal romantic in each of us. (Booth Theatre,
222 W. 45th St.)
Cate Blanchett, Academy Award-winning
icon of stage and screen, makes her highly
anticipated Broadway debut in the Sydney
Theatre Company’s production of The Present.
The play is a new adaption of the Chekhov
classic Platonov by internationally acclaimed
theatre artist Andrew Upton.
The comedy-drama is centered around
the birthday party of the independent-yetcompromised widow Anna Petrovna (Blanchett).
What at once seems to be an innocuous gathering
amongst former friends, colleagues, and lovers
descends into an evening filled with unbridled

Emmy and Tony awardwinning actress Mary
Louise-Parker (Proof,
Weeds) returns to the New
York stage in Manhattan
Theatre Club’s acclaimed
production of Heisenberg.
The new play comes from
Stephen Simon, the same
visionary writer behind the
internationally renowned
The Curious Incident of
the Dog in Night Time.
Heisenberg is a theatrically
inventive look at the
human experience and
intricacies of relationships.
The play opens in a
crowded London train
station where a woman
spots an older gentleman
and is moved to kiss him
gently on the neck. The
simple and unexpected
act leads to an electric
and life-altering game
between the two
individuals. Ultimately an
investigation of the nature
of human connection,
Heisenberg offers a truly
unique perspective on the
unorthodox relationships
that can sometimes change
our lives. The play also
stars Denis Arndt. (Samuel
J. Friedman Theatre, 261
W. 47th St.)
Written by Kyle Stockburger

68 NYCMONTHLY.COM

"This thrilling

limited
engagement is
the theatrical
event of the
season and not to
be missed!"

NYC THEATER SPOTLIGHT

Funny,
Fearless &
Back On
Stage

Centering on a Jewish family of two sisters
and a brother gathering for their father's
birthday celebration, co-starring a collection
of character actors, If I Forget is a blend of
drama and comedy with snappy dialogue
and all the madness that comes along with
a family reunion, incorporating everyone's
own history and feelings and ideologies.
Kate Walsh took some time with New York
City Monthly to talk about working with
playwright Steven Levenson, why she enjoys
the challenge of theater work, and the reason
If I Forget is relevant right now.
Steven Levenson is on a bit of a hot streak
right now with Dear Evan Hansen and
Masters of Sex. How did you come to be
attached to this new drama, If I Forget?

KATE WALSH
M

ost know Kate Walsh from her confident Dr. Addison Montgomery character on Grey's
Anatomy that spun into Private Practice, not to mention her recent turn on the Fargo
TV series and her early days on The Drew Carey Show. But many may not know Kate Walsh
started off doing a combination of comedy as well as theater. The delightful Walsh returns to
the stage in Steven Levenson's- (Dear Evan Hansen) If I Forget, appearing at the Laura Pels
Theatre and opening February 22 with a limited engagement until April 30.
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It's everything: it's dramatic, it's heavy, but it's
very fun, too. It's very dark, but it's very funny to
me. One of the things that appealed to me about
the role of Holly is she really had no editing device,
no filter. She'd probably be diagnosed with ADD by
now. She just goes everywhere in conversation all
the time. You really get to explore these characters
from lots of different facets. Steven Levenson does
a brilliant job of encapsulating all that.
You have done a lot of stage work, TV, and
film: Dr. Addison Montgomery on both Grey's
Anatomy and Private Practice, The Drew
Carey Show, the Fargo TV series, The Perks
of Being a Wallflower, with lots coming up:
a Netflix series and a movie, Girl Trip, Felt.
What is the biggest difference to you about
work on the stage vs. being behind a camera?

The crazy thing about theater is you can explore
I've been wanting to do a play. I wanted to
and have a process, and it's important to make
get back to New York and back to theater. My
mistakes and be courageous. That's what is
fantastic agent sent me this
most interesting, not having it
way. The writing is amazing, the
It's everything:
all plotted out.
topic is truly biblical, political,
it's
dramatic,
it's
One of the things I love about
familial—everything—and it's
heavy, but it's
kind of timeless. I just really loved
having a sketch background,
the piece.
it's great to acknowledge what's
very fun, too.
happening in the moment. For
Dan Sullivan directing and
most films and TV shows you move pretty fast,
Jeremy Shamos (Noises Off) and Maria Dizzia
five to eight pages a day. Improv gives you this
(Orange Is the New Black) – it was just sort of a
great ability to bring yourself to the role, and so I
right fit. I am just thrilled and I can't wait. I am
love that about TV and film in moving so quickly.
excited to work with Steven.
You really listen to your scene partners.
This show is about family, two sisters and
If I Forget is a brand new show. There
a brother celebrating their father's 75th
are a lot of great productions right now
birthday. Can you share more about the story
on Broadway, Off-Broadway. Why should
and your character and why you were drawn
theater-goers come check out this one?
to this material?
Oh gosh, it's really—it's so fucking funny, it's so
Well I think it's a great character. The writing is
dark, it's so insane. It's got a little bit of God of
incredible. The circumstances of the story are sort
Carnage in there. It's just the madness of families
of heightened when you come home for a birthday
when they get together. It's got this amazing
or a holiday. It's a comedy. Also, what's happening
relevance of what's happening politically in this
politically in our time is interesting to say the
country, in this curious, impactful way, dealing
least. Religion, politics – just the dynamics from
with all the minutiae of life. I just feel like this
generation to generation, one generation being
is a perfect play anyway, but a perfect play for
more conservative and one being more liberal.
this moment.
And the idea of keeping or losing one's faith as
people get older, so all these issues are in there
For the full interview visit nycmonthly.com
in terms of family dynamics. It's just delicious.
Written by Michael Menachem

CONCIERGE
SERVICES

TIPPING SMART
Tipping is customary in NYC
and should typically be done
with cash, not on a card.
Here’s a rough guide:

Concierge Service is
widely available in many
of the city’s premier hotels.
Consider your concierge a
“go-to” person for just about
anything, whether it’s a
simple need or a big wish.
They know how to make
things happen and know the
right people to contact to get
things done.
• Finding theater, sports, event
tickets in your budget
• Finding tickets to sold-out
performances, games and shows

NEW TO
TOWN
Tips &
Tricks to
Navigate
The City

I

f you're just joining us in the city, welcome. We know things can be a bit overwhelming
whether here just for a visit or getting settled in and planing to stay awhile, so let us help.
Here's a few tricks of the Manhattan-living trade that you may be unfamiliar with or need
to brush up on; we cover the basics: concierge services, transportation, and tipping smart.
Then, on the pages that follow we offer a few of our recommendations on Broadway, dining,
and museums, just to get you started. Get out there and explore our city. We're happy to
have you here.

• Booking tickets for attractions
and tours
• Recommending and reserving
restaurants
• Making spa reservations
• Arranging babysitting, pet
services, couriers, on-call doctors
or other special needs
If your hotel concierge has helped
you, whether it was securing
reservations for dinner, ordering
theater tickets, or arranging a
special event, please note gratuity
is appreciated.

• Wait staff – 20% of the total
check
• Bartender - $2/drink
• Coatroom attendant - $1-2/
coat
• Washroom attendant - $1

TRANSPORTATION
There are lots of ways to get
around NYC. Though the
subways may be the most
efficient, there are a number
of options to help get you
where you need to go.
•Yellow Taxi – A cab is only
on duty when the middle light
display is on. If the top light
is off completely, it’s occupied.
They’re tough to find when it’s
raining and also be aware of
shift-change time from 4-5PM
when cabs are scarce. Don’t
forget to tip 15% or more. You
can now also download their new
app Arro to e-hail a cab and pay
with your phone.
•Car Services – New York City
has many black car services that
offer flat rate fees rather than a
metered fare.
•Ride Shares – To keep costs
down there are a variety of ride
share programs like UberPOOL,
Lyft and Via. These rides will
pick you up at your location
and get you to your destination
while picking up others headed
in the same direction. For more
information and instructions
download the apps to your
smartphone.

• Hotel doorman - $1-2/bag and
$1-2 for hailing a cab
• Hotel housekeeper - $2-5/
night
• Hotel concierge $5+ for
reservations and tickets
• Tour guides - $5-10 for
giving helpful information and
entertainment during the tour

DINING

STEA K
Angus Club Steakhouse
135 E. 55th St. (Lexington Ave.)
212.588.1585

The signature porterhouse at Angus Club
Steakhouse fulfills all senses. The dish
comes out sizzling as you hear, smell, and
see it in all its glory. Tasting the perfectly
aged meat justifiably rounds out your experience. The bone-in ribeye is also a true contender as a tender and flavorful alternative.
The truffled cream corn is a distinctive side
to try as the corn still maintains its crisp
texture while swimming in a wonderful
truffle cream.

Exceptional Prime Dry-Aged Steaks and
Chops. Fresh Seafood. Mouth-Watering
Side Dishes. Exquisite Wines & Spirits.

Ben & Jack’s Steak House
225 5th Ave. (27th St.)
212.532.7600

With the look of a classic steakhouse, Ben
& Jack’s could be straight out of a mob
movie. Start off your meal with extra thick
sizzling Canadian bacon. Be prepared for
the overwhelming quantity of meat on your
plate by selectively choosing your sides. The
sautéed broccoli covered in garlic adds great
color to the hearty dish. Known for their
porterhouse, it is so flavorful, you won’t be
asking for an additional sauce.

Hakkasan

Charlie Palmer Steak
5 E. 54th St. (5th Ave.)
646.559.8440
With the capability of opening up the entire
front of the house on a nice, warm weather
day, Charlie Palmer has an airy, modern
atmosphere for a solid meal. To taste a
more rare cut of meat, try the Teres Major.
Its tenderness will surprise you as it is a
muscle in the shoulder that is seldom used.
For those who want a more traditional cut,
the Snake River NY Strip comes from a
family-owned ranch in Idaho. End the night
with the Cheesecake Pudding, which has the
same delicious flavor everyone loves but with
a different texture.

Empire Steak House
237 W. 54th St. (Broadway)
212.586.9700
Charlie Palmer Steakhouse

T

he hardest thing about choosing where to
eat in New York? Narrowing down your
virtually endless options.

In a city where you could eat breakfast, lunch,
and dinner at a different restaurant every day
all year long and scarcely scratch the surface
of the vibrant restaurant scene, it’s easy to feel
overwhelmed.
But all those choices make finding great food in
New York – whether you have a craving for comfort

Il Mulino Prime

or pine for fine dining – easier than anywhere else
in the world. From quick service icons like Shake
Shack, to outstanding ethnic cuisine in Chinatown
or on the East Village’s “Curry Row,” to world-class
institutions of indulgence like Per Se, there’s just
no excuse for eating badly in the Big Apple.
Here, you’ll find some of our resident expert’s
top picks for a meal, whether your tastes run
quaint or exotic, quick and easy, or quality that’s
extraordinary.

Right on Broadway, Empire Steak House is
the perfect restaurant to visit pre-show. The
huge dining room is upscale and modern.
Key meat entrees include bone-in ribeye,
filet mignon, and surprisingly, the lamb
chops. The $30 prix fixe lunch option is a
great alternative to leave happy with a full
belly and wallet.

Il Mulino Prime
331 W. Broadway (Grand St.)
212.226.0020
Against white-washed brick walls hung with
white casts of mounted bison heads, atop
white tablecloths set with white plates and
napkins, the food at Il Mulino Prime leaps off
the plate in a riot of color and texture: short
rib ravioli with butter and sage competes
with frutti di mare over black ink pasta for
your attention, while prime bone-in double-cut veal chops with Barolo wine sauce
threaten to steal the show. Serving a smart
balance of steakhouse classics and Italian
favorites, the menu is at once upscale and
comforting.

“...steak for everyone.”
- The New York Times

“...the most delicious steaks and
seafood in town.” - Forbes
Open 7 Days A Week!
255 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, NY 10016
212.532.7600
219 EAST 44TH ST.
NEW YORK, NY 10017
UNDER RENOVATIONS RE-OPENING SOON!
BENANDJACKSSTEAKHOUSE.COM
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The Old Homestead Steakhouse
56 Ninth Ave. (14th St.)
212.242.9040

Don’t let the neon sign and the cow sculpture out front fool you: Old Homestead is
every inch the New York luxury steakhouse,
serving luscious prime cuts alongside an
ambitious menu of starters, like Florida
rock shrimp tempura with wasabi aioli,
and sides like buttermilk onion rings and
string beans with caramelized onions and
pancetta. Tempting though it may be to fill
up on savories, the dessert menu’s “Big Fat
Chocolate Cake,” with layer upon towering
layer of fudgy cake and chocolate frosting
is not to be missed.

Smith & Wollensky
797 Third Ave. (50th St.)
212.753.1530
A steakhouse in Midtown, Smith & Wollensky offers a variety of quality meat such as
the Colorado aged rib eye they age 21 days
on site. However, surprisingly the distinctive
dishes are a side and dessert item. You will
devour the creamed spinach side, as each
spoonful will leave you wanting another.
The famous coconut cake is an ethereal experience – the even layers of light sponge
cake and coconut filling surrounded by fresh
coconut shavings overwhelm your taste buds
with a heavenly comforting coconut flavor.

Buca di Beppo
1540 Broadway (45th St.)
212.764.6527

When you’ve worked up a Gotham-sized
appetite, nothing is more satisfying
than a hearty meal with friends. And
that’s exactly what you’ll find at Buca
di Beppo, an Italian oasis in the heart
of Times Square. Every dish is served
family-style, in generous portions designed for sharing, ranging from savory
chicken saltimbocca with artichokes,
prosciutto, and sage to classic spaghetti
and meatballs.

Chazz Palminteri Italian
890 Second Ave. (E. 48th St.)
212.355.5540
Bronx-born Calogero Palminteri, better
known as Chazz, the actor from films like
“A Bronx Tale” and, it turns out, an aspiring restaurateur. His namesake restaurant
pours his own BiVi Sicilian vodka in their
signature Sicilian Martini, just the thing
to kick off a meal of Zuppa di Cozze, PEI
mussels in red or white sauce, followed by
Tagliata di Manzo alla Pizzaiola, USDA
Prime steak with onions, peppers, mushrooms, fresh plum tomatoes and oregano.
As Mamma would say, “Mangia!”

Davio’s Northern
Italian Steakhouse
447 Lexington Ave. (45th St.)
212.661.4810

Davio’s takes their Italian heritage seriously, serving hearty handmade pastas alongside their chophouse menu of
steaks and sides. Top-notch imported
ingredients, including Umbrian lentils
and San Marzano tomatoes, lend Old
World flavor to the satisfying plates,
which range from pasta with gorgonzola, ricotta, mascarpone, parmigiano, and black truffle butter to a 14-oz.
Prime New York sirloin that rivals any
cut in town.

Del Posto
85 10th Ave. (16th St.)
212.497.8090
If there’s an honor to be had by a restaurant,
it’s a good bet Del Posto has earned it, and
with good reason: from the live classical
piano music setting the mood to the extraordinary black-tie service to the immaculately
appointed dining room, the pristine setting
is just the beginning at this temple of Italian
cuisine. The five- and eight-course tasting
menus change seasonally, but the reliably
excellent food is always complemented by
the exceptional wine list, among the city’s
best. Looking to indulge? This is the place.

Grimaldi's
1 Front St. (York St.)
718.858.4300
Grimaldi's can prove why it is considered
a NYC institution by its residents. Even
before biting into a slice, you can smell the
wonderful aroma of the coal brick oven it
was baked in. The crust is crisp, thin, and
chewy, which leads way to the voluptuous
mozzarella and savory marinara. Eating
a New York style pizza under the iconic
Brooklyn Bridge? Priceless.

Il Mulino Uptown
37 E. 60th St. (Madison Ave.)
212.750.3270

Dress nicely. Keep your elbows off the
table. Chew with your mouth closed.
All good advice, but the most important
words for prospective Il Mulino diners?
Bring your appetite. Don’t be fooled by
the luxuriously spare décor and pristine
white linens: these Italians want you to eat.
Their complimentary antipasti is legendary
(think all-you-can-eat salumi and nuggets of
imported pecorino) and the house focaccia
has been the end of many a feigned “gluten
allergy.” Il Mulino is the Italian nonna you
always wanted, swathed in George Clooney’s
dapper throw-back style.

live
nightly.

L'Artusi
228 W. 10th St. (Bleecker St.)
212.255.5757

swing by tonight
jalc.org / dizzys
sets:
pm

Jazz at Lincoln Center Broadway at 60th Street, 5th Floor, NYC
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With impeccable service and scrumptious
Italian dishes, L'Artusi is gaining stardom
in the food world. Start off by asking for
the house made ricotta as an appetizer. It
may not be on the menu, but it is said to be
existent and delicious. Any pasta dish will go
above any expectations, but if there is a pasta special that night, grab it before it goes!
End the meal with the olive oil cake with
rich yet subtle flavors, and moist consistency.

Atlantic Grill
49 W. 64th St. (Broadway)
212.787.4663

For reliably excellent fish and shellfish,
served on crisp white linen-topped tables,
New Yorkers on both sides of Central Park
turn to Atlantic Grill, a Manhattan institution since 1998. Seasonal cocktails and a
diverse, approachable wine list complement
the peerlessly fresh seafood. The menu has
something for everyone: a sumptuous – and
surprisingly affordable – raw bar; signature
sushi and sashimi plates; the day’s catch,
simply grilled; and composed appetizers and
entrees that draw inspiration from around
the world: teriyaki glazes to Cajun blackening spices to melted leeks and chanterelles.

Catch
21 Ninth Ave. (W. 13th St.)
212.392.5978
In the hip Meatpacking District, this massive contemporary seafood haven boasts a
lively open kitchen and nautical-chic décor
that includes hammered copper, exposed
brick and honey-colored wood paneling. The
bi-level restaurant also features a soaring
rooftop bar and lounge where well-heeled
guests nibble a signature salmon, hamachi
and tuna tartare trio with American caviar
and wasabi crème fraiche while sipping
Seraphina cocktails: ginger-infused Bombay
Sapphire with watermelon juice, lemon, and
agave, aka. a shaker full of summer.

"Chazz Palminteri Combines
Love for Sicilian Heritage
and Classic Italian Food"
-Zagat

info@chazzpalminterinyc.com
www. chazzpalminterinyc.com

City Crab and Seafood Company
235 Park Ave. S. (19th St.)
212.529.3800
New York’s grand fish house tradition is
alive and well at City Crab, where the 100+
varieties of shellfish at their raw bar are
just the beginning. An admirably creamy
rendition of New England clam chowder is
prelude to Alaskan snow crab legs sautéed
in garlic butter or a “Down East” lobster
bake with mussels, clams, corn and potatoes
in the bi-level dining room, while crisp rosé
complements clams casino at the comfortable bar during happy hour daily.

Ed’s Chowder House
44 W. 63rd St. (Broadway)
212.956.1288

In an airy, whitewashed space one story
above the bustle of 63rd Street, Ed’s is a
transportive gem that whisks diners, via
one quick flight of stairs, straight to the
Hamptons. The signature selection of – you
guessed it – chowders is warming in the
winter and satisfying in the summer, but
the real shame would be to ignore the rest of
the menu, where gems such as brioche-crusted Atlantic hake and salmon tartare with
fresh cucumber and horseradish cream are
waiting to be discovered (and devoured).

Lure Fishbar
142 Mercer Street (Prince St.)
212.431.7676
In the heart of Soho, Lure Fishbar provides
an escape to the sea. A rare showcase of
creativity with seafood, try their lobster
croutons as an appetizer. Alternatively, the
fresh and bright salmon tartare sits on top
of a perfect balance of creamy avocado. Order any fish entree, as it will never let you
down, or try their bash style burger with
an onion and bacon jam you'll want to jar
and take home.

890 2nd Ave. | NY, NY 10017 (48th St.)
212.355.5540

A SIA N
Gaonnuri
1250 Broadway (32nd St.)
212.971.9045

info@empiresteakhousenyc.com
www.empiresteakhousenyc.com
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OUR SECOND LOCATION
IS NOW OPEN!

151 East 50th Street | NY, NY 10022 | 212.582.6900

The panoramic view from a 39th floor penthouse suite paired with the clean lines and
overall sleek interior alone is worth a visit
to this Korean restaurant. Order Haemul
Pajun, a scallion pancake with seafood
folded in for a hot appetizer. You can't go
wrong with Korean table barbecue, more
specifically the Marinated Galbi (prime beef
short rib) and the Dolsot Bibimbap, rice with
assorted vegetables served in a traditional
hot stone bowl.

Hakkasan
311 W. 43rd Street (8th Ave.)
212.776.1818

Nibble scallop shu mai or sip lobster and
yellow chive soup behind intricate Christian
Liaigre screens in the spacious-yet-intimate
dining room at Hakkasan, where every meal
is an excuse to pull your most expensive pair
of shoes out of the back of the closet. The
moody lighting is filtered through slabs of
Italian marble, making the roasted silver
cod with Champagne and Chinese honey
sauce look even sexier. Catch your date’s
eye across the table. Hold it for a moment.
Now coyly reach for your cocktail. Somehow,
it all feels…right.

Joe's Shanghai
9 Pell St. (Bowery)
212.233.8888
The home of soup dumplings, xiao long bao
in Chinatown, Joe's Shanghai may have a
line and is cash only. However, with prompt
and efficient service you will be seated
quickly to enjoy this warm and soothing
Chinese treat. Grab some scallion pancakes
while you're there, as they are served piping
hot, crisp, and chewy. This is a great stop
on any food tour!

Shun Lee Palace
155 E. 55th St. (Lexington Ave.)
212.371.8844
Shun Lee Palace provides elegant, elevated
Chinese food in midtown. A dragon shaped
glass decoration adorns the ceiling of the
main dining area and suited servers provide
attentive service. Try Ants Climb on a Tree,
a stir fry beef dish with cellophane noodles
in a spicy, tangy garlic sauce garnished with
greens. A name like that gives this tasty dish
the right amount of attention.

Blue Ribbon Sushi Bar & Grill
308 W. 58th St. (8th Ave.)
212.397.0404

The wooden walls and benches of Blue Ribbon Sushi Bar & Grill give this restaurant
its edge. Hidden in the 6 Columbus Hotel,
the restaurant's Oxtail Fried Rice will fill
you with the intense bone marrow flavor
mixed with the earthiness of the shiitake mushrooms and tender richness of the
shredded oxtail meat. Feel like an insider
as you dine in this trendy establishment.

237 West 54th Street | NY, NY 10019 | 212.586.9700
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Planet Hollywood
1540 Broadway (45th St.)
212.333.7827

Los Angeles may have film sets, but
New York is a film set – and nowhere
celebrates the city’s cinematic splendor better than Planet Hollywood. In a
dining room wallpapered with largerthan-life photos of NYC scenes, you’ll
dine on elevated American classics
like Kobe beef sliders and four-cheese
mac’n’cheese. The tasty fare competes
for attention with props from classic
films (The Terminator) and contemporary blockbusters (The Hunger Games),
all conveniently located in the middle of
one of the city’s most iconic scenes: the
glittering marquees of Times Square.

40/40 Club
6 W. 25th St. (Fifth Ave.)
212.832.4040

MANHATTAN’S NEWEST STEAKHOUSE

Modern Luxury With a
Classic New York Vibe

After the party it’s the after party and after
the party it’s the…40/40 Club, owned by
none other than Hova himself. Massive flat
screens everywhere you look? Check. 18-foot
tower of champagne flutes in the middle
of the bar? Check. Opulent private suites
outfitted with custom pool tables, still more
flat screens, and one-of-a-kind chandeliers?
Um, check. Channel your inner rap star (a
bottle of D’usse XO will set you back $600)
or sip a glass of Moet Nectar and take in
the sights, which usually include a famous
face or two.

21 Club
21 W. 52nd St. (5th Ave.)
212.582.7200

A restaurant overflowing with history and
old-fashioned, white glove service, 21 Club
is a standout for business meetings and
a special night out. A jacket is required
for entrance, but it will be worth it as you
admire the figurines and trinkets adorning the ceiling, followed by a visit to the
historic wine cellar once used during the
prohibition era. Needless to say, the wine
list is extensive and with a pre theater, pre
fixe lunch, and a la carte menus, dabble in
high quality fine dining.

Oak Room

Upstairs Dining

Bar Americain
152 W. 52nd St. (6th & 7th Aves.)
212.265.9700

Bobby Flay makes his mark on midtown
with the bold flavors of American cuisine in
dishes that range from the New Manhattan
Clam Chowder to grilled pizza topped with
smoked bacon, caramelized onions and garlic, to the Miami Pork Chop with a tangerine
glaze, quail egg, plantains and served with
sweet potatoes. The American menu is a
fun contrast to the setting, a 200-seat space
that captures the energetic fast pace of the
time-honored European brasserie.

Beauty & Essex
146 Essex St. (Stanton St.)
212.614.0146
Feel the bustle of this trendy restaurant as
you enter what looks like a cute little pawn
shop. Experience a favorite childhood meal
in a newly fashioned way by ordering the
Grilled Cheese, Smoked Bacon, & Tomato
Soup Dumplings. Because it is tapas style,
try an array of food like the roasted bone
marrow, vinegar fries, and chicken meatballs. The rumor is that free champagne is
served in the ladies room!

USDA Prime Steaks
Dry Aged 30-35 Days
“A Difference You Can Taste”
135 E 55th Street|New York, NY
212-588-1585
www.angusclubsteakhouse.com

BROADWAY

A Bronx Tale

Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812

I

f there were one aspect of New York City that
encapsulates the city’s standing as one of the
world’s most vibrant entertainment epicenters,
many would point to Broadway theater. As the city’s
focal point for the very best musicals and shows,
the talent, theatrics, and production value found
on Broadway are second to none.
Whether you’re looking to experience a recordsetting musical classic like Phantom of the
Opera, or a new play starring one of your favorite
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In Transit

Hollywood stars, the following pages will help
guide you with detailed information and novel
classification of Broadway’s most current offerings.
Over 13 million people attended a Broadway
show in 2014, making it the best-attended and
highest-grossing year in history. Also known as
the “Theater District” and “The Great White Way,”
head there today for unmatched excitement that’s
perfect for family outings or solo excursions.
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A Bronx Tale The Musical
Longacre Theatre
220 W. 48th St. (8th Ave.)

Aladdin
(musical) family favorite
New Amsterdam Theatre
214 W. 42nd St. (7th Ave.)

Aladdin, a poor street kid who falls in love
with a princess, has a life-changing experience after discovering the secrets of a magic lamp. Based on the 1992 Disney movie.
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 7; Fri., 8; Sat., 2 &
8; Sun., 1 & 6:30.

This musical tells the inspiring true story
of King's remarkable rise to stardom,
from being part of a hit songwriting team
with her husband Gerry Goffin, to her
relationship with fellow writers and best
friends Cynthia Weil and Barry Mann, to
becoming one of the most successful solo
acts in popular music history. Tues. &
Thurs., 7; Wed., 2; Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8;
Sun., 2 & 7.

The Book of Mormon (musical)
Eugene O’Neill Theatre
230 W. 49th St. (8th Ave.)

Once in a blue moon does Broadway get
a show that’s so shockingly different and
hysterical as The Book of Mormon. From
the people behind South Park and Avenue
Q comes this hilarious tale of two Mormon
missionaries headed to Uganda. Tues.,
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 7; Fri., 8; Sat., 2 &
8; Sun., 2 & 7.

Cats (Musical)
Neil Simon Theatre
250 W. 52nd St.
(Broadway & 8th Ave.)

Cats is back! A group of cats prowl a junkyard and compete for the honor of ascending to the Heaviside layer in order to enjoy another of their nine lives, in Andrew
Lloyd Webber's musical version of a book
of T.S. Eliot poems. Mon. & Fri., 8; Tues.,
7; Thurs., 2; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 2 & 7.

Chicago (musical)
Ambassador Theatre
219 W. 49th St. (8th Ave.)

Classic Fosse choreography plus a musical tale of murder and corruption make
Chicago a sultry sensation. It’s sexy, it’s
indulgent... it’s a show that winds you
around its finger and has you coming back
for more. Mon., Tues., Thurs., & Fri., 8;
Sat., 2:30 & 8; Sun., 2:30 & 7:00.

Paramour unites Cirque du Soleil's signature spectacle with Broadway's story-telling. Set in the world of Golden Age
Hollywood, the event will spin the tale of a
beautiful young poet forced to choose between love and art. Wed., 2 & 7; Fri., 8;
Sat., 3 & 8; Sun., 3.

Come From Away (musical)
Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre
236 W. 45th St. (7th & 8th Aves.)

A moving new musical based on interviews, this show follows the attacks of 9/11
when 38 planes carrying 6,579 passengers
were forced to land in Gander, Newfoundland – doubling the population of the small
town on the edge of the world. Unexpected
camaraderie was formed between strangers under extraordinary circumstances.
Previews begin February 18. Tues. –
Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., various times.
Check Telecharge for complete details.

Dear Evan Hansen
Belasco Theatre
11 W. 44th St. (6th Ave.)

After feeling invisible all his life, tragedy
strikes a community and thrusts Evan
into the quickly escalating controversy
and he’s given the chance for a lifetime: an
opportunity to be someone else. An original musical with “great humor and heart”,
as proclaimed by The New York Times, it’s
sure to resonate with audiences night after night. Tues., Wed., Thurs., 7; Fri., 8;
Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 2 & 7:30.

CHICAGOTHEMUSICAL.COM
TELECHARGE.COM OR 212-239-6200
AMBASSADOR THEATRE · 49 th STREET AT BROADWAY
PHOTO BY MAX VADUKUL
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The Glass Menagerie (play)
Belasco Theatre
111 W. 44th St. (6th & 7th Aves.)

Tennesse Williams’ most cherished play
returns to Broadway starring two-time
Academy Award-winner Sally Field and
two-time Tony Award-winner Joe Mantello. Penned as an autobiographical
“memory play” audiences are introduced
to the Wingfield family – frustrated writer
Tom, his mother who is frequently lost in
thoughts of her past, and Laura, his sister who receives a visit from a “gentleman
caller” and the effect it has on all their
lives. Previews begin February 7. Tues. –
Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8.

Hamilton (musical)
Richard Rodgers Theatre
226 W. 46th St. (7th & 8th Aves.)

From the creative team behind the Tony
Award-winning In the Heights comes a
wildly inventive new musical about the
unlikely founding father determined to
make his mark on a new nation as hungry
and ambitious as he is. Tues. & Thurs., 7;
Fri., 8; Wed. & Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 3.

“

★★★★
ou’ll feel the

T:3.75”

With a score from Alan Menken, direction by Robert De Niro and Jerry Zaks,
A Bronx Tale is a stage adaption of the
original one-man show and classic film
of the film of the same name. A musical
version about racial strife and organized
crime it’s a story of a man choosing whether to follow in the footsteps of the father
he loves or mob boss he’d love to be. Tues.
& Thurs., 7; Wed., 2 & 7; Fri., 8; Sat., 2
& 8; Sun., 3.

Beautiful: The Carole
King Musical (musical)
Stephen Sondheim Theatre
124 W. 43rd St. (6th & 7th Aves.)

BROADWAY

earth move!”
— Time Out New York

Stephen Sondheim Theatre 124 West 43rd Street
www.BeautifulOnBroadway.com

Photo: Zachary Maxwell Stertz

65th &
Amsterdam

Cirque du Soleil Paramour
(musical)
Lyric Theatre
213 W. 42nd St. (7th & 8th Aves.)

T:3.75”

BROADWAY

In Transit
Circle in the Square Theatre
235 W. 50th St. (8th Ave.)

L E T YOUR
F A N TA S I E S
U N W I ND

Photo: Matt Crockett

nthly_May2016.indd

ADS:MAGAZINE:127697_PHAN_NYC Monthly_May2016:RELEASE 3.30.16:127697_PHAN_NYC Monthly_May2016.indd

3.75”
e

Featuring an acapella score from the
creative minds behind Frozen and Pitch
Perfect, the story follows the intertwining lives of 11 New Yorkers. The music
and characters stories are inspired by the
rhythms of life on the subway – an aspiring
actress, a fledgling financier, a street-savvy beatboxer, a cabbie, and a host of others
are all hoping to catch the express train
to success, love, and happiness. Tues.
& Thurs., 7; Fri., 8; We. & Sat., 2 & 8;
Sun., 3.

Tells the story of Cuban Americans
Emilio Estefan and his wife Gloria, who
became the best-selling crossover performer in Latin music. Features the hit
songs "Rhythm Is Gonna Get You" and
"Conga." Tues., & Thurs., 7; Wed., 2;
Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 2 & 7.

Jitney (Play)
Samuel J. Friedman Theatre
261 W. 47th St. (8th Ave.)

The longest running musical in Broadway history, this classic and brooding
musical about seduction and sorrow is
perhaps Andrew Lloyd Webber’s masterpiece, with exquisite costume and set
design to match. Mon., Wed., Fri., 8;
Tues., 7; Sat., 2 & 8.

T:3.75”
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Penned by Pulitzer Prize-winner August
Wilson, the story is set in the early 1970s
and chronicles a group of men earning a
living by driving unlicensed cabs, or jitneys. As the city threatens to shutter their
business the boss’ son returns from prison
and things become heated as secrets are
revealed and their relationships begin to
unravel. Tues. & Wed., 7; Thurs. – Sat.,
8; Sun., 2 & 7.

Kinky Boots (musical)
Al Hirchfeld Theatre
302 W. 45th St. (8th Ave.)

Based on a true story of a conservative but
failing British men's footwear factory that
switches gears and starts producing kinky
boots. Features a score by Cyndi Lauper
and book by Harvey Fierstein. Mon. &
Fri., 8; Tues. & Thurs., 7; Sat., 2 & 8;
Sun., 2 & 7:30.

The Lion King
(musical) family favorite
Page # 1
Minskoff Theatre
1515 Broadway (45th St.)

TONY award-winner for Best Musical, this
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Used Swatches
AcctFri.,
Dorothy/Sarah
8; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun.,
1 & 6:30.
Black
Proofrd Joe F
GRAY @ 60%
Prod Steve/Lila
PMS 178 C 4

Natasha, Pierre &Black
The
Great
copy 3
Comet of 1812 (musical)
Imperial Theatre
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In a moment of indiscretion during a visit
to Moscow, Natasha finds herself seduced
by the dashing Anatole while waiting for
the return of her beloved fiancé, Andrey,
from the war. In a moment, her position
in society is ruined with her only hope
lying with Pierre, an outsider whose love
Ad Slug
for Natasha might Print
be what
she needs for
redemption. Tues. & Thurs., 7; Fri., 8;
Wed. & Sat., 2 & 8, Sun., 3.
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On Your Feet! (Musical)
Marquis Theatre
1535 Broadway (45th & 46th Sts.)

The Phantom of the Opera
(musical)family favorite
Majestic Theater
245 W. 44th St. (8th Ave.)

BROADWAY
“

A LIVE-ACTION DRUNK HISTORY . ”

«««««

– Time Out

“New York Times
Critics’ Pick”

The Present (Play)
Ethel Barrymore Theatre
243 W. 47th St. (8th Ave.)

At an old house in the country friends
gather to celebrate the birthday of Anna
Petrovna, an independent but compromised widow. Guests include Platonov
with his wife, former students, friends
and their partners. On the surface everyone appears at ease yet stirring within
is a sense of discomfort fueled by unresolved relationships, denial, regret and
thwarted desire. Tues. & Thurs., 7;
Wed. & Sat., 1:30 & 7:30; Fri., 7:30;
Sun., 3.

The Price (Play)
American Airlines Theatre
227 W. 42

nd

THE LOUNGE

300 WEST 43RD ST. at 8TH AVE.
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With a star-studded cast that includes
Danny DeVito, John Turturro, Tony
Shalhoub, and Jessica Hecht, Arthur
Miller’s play speaks to the American
everyman. 30 years after his family
lost their fortune in the Great Depression and he was forced to abandon his
dream of an education, Victor returns
home to handle his family’s estate. As
feelings are stirred between Victor, his
wife, estranged brother, and hired appraiser, he’s forced to face long-stifled
questions about the sacarfice he made
three decades earlier. Previews begin
February 16. Check Telecharge for
complete details.

School of Rock (musical)
Winter Garden Theatre
1634 Broadway (51st St.)

A down-on-his-luck wannabe rock star
poses as a substitute teacher at a prestigious prep school to make ends meet.
When he discovers his students’ musical
talents, he enlists his fifth-graders to
form a rock group and conquer the Battle of the Bands. Based on the 2003 hit
movie. Mon. & Tues., 7; Wed., 2; Fri.,
8; Sat., 2 & 8. Sun., 1 & 6.

ESTABLISHED IN 1994 NYC
or 800-982-2787
ORPHEUM THEATRE 2 ND AVENUE AT 8 TH STREET
STOMPONLINE.COM

BROADWAY

Significant Other (play)
Booth Theatre
222 W. 45 St. (7 & 8 Aves.)
th

th

th

Navigating love, friendship, and New York
in your twenties isn’t easy. Following Jordan Berman and his three closest friends
as they try to navigate through life as they
realize people and relationships change.
Previews begin February 14. Tues. –
Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8. Check Telecharge
for complete details.

Tradition is a funny thing...

Sunday in the Park
with George (Musical)
Hudson Theatre
139-141 W. 44th St.
(6th & 7th Aves.)

A New Comedy
Written by & Starring

Photo by Patrick Conde

Monica Piper
Directed by

Mark Waldrop
GO SEE THIS SHOW.

“

”

—Rosie O’Donnell

TELECHARGE.COM • 212.239.6200 • NEW WORLD STAGES 340 W. 50th St.

NotThatJewish.com

In its second Broadway revival, the Pulitzer Prize-winning musical chronicles
Georges Seurat in the months leading up
to him completing his most famous painting, A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
La Grande Jatte. Not realizing the repercussion of his actions as he becomes fixated on a need to “finish the hat”, he alienates the French bourgeoisie, scorns fellow
artists, and his lover, Dot, is left feeling
neglected. Previews begin February
11. Tues., Thurs., Fri., 8; Wed. & Sat.,
2 & 8; Sun., 3. Check Telecharge for
complete details.

Sunset Boulevard (musical)
Palace Theatre
1564 7th Avenue (47th St.)

This Andrew Lloyd Webber Tony
Award-winner for Best Musical follows
the life of Norma Desmond living in a fantasy world from her mansion on Sunset
Boulevard. A faded silent-screen goddess,
she convinces desperate screen writer Joe
to work on her ‘masterpiece’. As Joe becomes entrapped in her world it’s finally
his love for another woman that leads him
to try to set himself free from Norma’s
delusions, but it comes with dangerous
consequence. Previews begin February
2. Wed. & Sat, 2 & 8; Thurs. & Fri., 8;
Sun., 3.

Waitress (musical)
Brooks Atkinson Theatre
256 W. 47th St.
(Broadway & 8th Ave.)

Featuring music by five-time Grammy
Award-nominated singer songwriter Sara
Bareilles and based on the 2007 film of the
same name. Jenna, a waitress and expert
pie maker, is stuck in a small town and a
loveless marriage. When a baking contest
in a nearby county offers her a chance at
escape, Jenna must choose between her
commitments and her dreams.Tues. &
Thurs., 7:30; Wed., 2 & 7:30; Fri., 8; Sat.,
2 & 8; Sun., 3.

Wicked
(musical) family favorite
Gershwin Theatre
222 W. 51st St. (8th Ave.)

The story of the Wicked Witch of the West
and Glinda the Good Witch, this musical
takes a fantastical journey through a different dimension of Oz. Tues. & Wed., 7;
Thurs. & Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 2 & 7.
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Abigails Party
The Barrow Group
321 W. 36th St. (8th Ave.)
212.760.2615

Set in the suburbs of London in 1977, husband and wife Beverly and Laurence invite
their neighbors over for a drink. As the
cocktails begin to set in the guests turn a
little loose-lipped. Comically and tragically they loose their guard and chaos ensues.

Avenue Q
New World Stages 3
340 W. 50th St. (8th & 9th Aves.)

After a six-year run on Broadway, it’s still
utterly hilarious with irresistible music
and puppetry at its best and bravest. A
laugh-out-loud musical that tells the timeless story of a recent college grad named
Princeton who moves into a shabby New
York apartment all the way out on Avenue
Q. Wed.-Fri., 8; Sat., 2:30 & 8; Sun., 3
& 7.

Black Angels over Tuskegee
St. Luke’s Theatre
308 W. 46th St. (8th Ave.)

Based on true events. The story of the Tuskegee Airmen told in narrative of six men
embarking upon a journey to become the
first African-American fighter pilots in the
U.S. Army Air Forces. Sun., 1.

Blue Man Group
Astor Place Theatre
434 Lafayette St. (Astor Pl.)

Starring a trio of bald and blue-painted
characters, the Blue Man Group takes
the audience on a hilarious, avant-garde
journey through sound and science. The
performance is mesmerizing, stimulating
yet hypnotic, and a unique multisensory
tour de force. Tues. & Thurs., 8; Wed.
& Fri., 2 & 8; Sat., 2,5,8; Sun., 2,5,8.
Beginning 7/11: Mon., 5 & 8; Tues. &
Thurs., 8; Wed., & Fri., 2 & 8; Sat., 2,5,8;
Sun., 2,5,8.

Cagney
Westside Theatre
407 W. 43rd St. (9th & 10th Aves.)

A dramatic new musical that follows the
life of the legendary James Cagney from
the streets of New York to his rise as one
of the brightest stars of Hollywood, from a
vaudeville song-and-dance man to the cinema’s original tough guy. Tues., 7; Wed.Sat., 8; Wed. & Sat., 2; Sun., 3. Beginning 7/4: Tues., 7; Wed., 2 & 8; Thurs.,
2; Fri., 8; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 3.

Drunk Shakespeare
The Lounge
300 W. 43rd St. (8th Ave.)

A company of “professional drinkers with
a serious Shakespeare problem,” one cast
member will have 5 shots of Whiskey as
they perform one of Shakespeare’s classics. Drink along with the performers; it’s
(hopefully) nothing like your High School
English class! 21+ only. Mon., 7:30; Wed.,
8; Thurs., 7:30; Fri., 8 & 10; Sat., 7:30;
10.

The Gazillion Bubble Show
(family favorite)
New World Stages 4
340 W. 50th St. (8th & 9th Aves.)

Record-breaking bubble artist Fan Yang
explores the fragile and mysterious world
of soap bubbles, blending art and science
in a dazzling display. This interactive
show features fantastic light effects, lasers and, masterpieces of bubble artistry.
Thurs., 11 & 2; Fri., 7; Sat., 11, 2 & 4:30.

The Fantasticks
Snapple Theater Center
1627 Broadway (50th St.)

The Fantasticks tells the story of a young
man and the girl next door, whose parents
have built a wall to keep them apart. The
youngsters nevertheless contrive to meet
and fall in love. Mon.Tues.Fri., 8; Wed.,
2; Sat., 2 & 8; Sun., 3 & 7:30.

If I Forget
Laura Pels Theatre
111 W. 46th St. (6th Ave.)
In the final months before 9/11, liberal
Jewish studies professor Michael Fischer
has reunited with his two sisters to celebrate their father's 75th birthday. Each
deeply invested in their own version of
family history, the siblings clash over everything. As destructive secrets and longheld resentments bubble to the surface,
the three negotiate—with biting humor
and razor-sharp insight—how much of
the past they’re willing to sacrifice for a
chance at a new beginning.

Murdered By The Mob
Arno Ristorante
141 W. 38th St. (Broadway)

Murdered by the Mob lets audiences experience the mafia and a great meal. The interactive comedy mystery features a three
course sit-down dinner, dancing with a
professional DJ, and surprises at every
turn. You even have the chance to solve the
case and win some fabulous prizes. Sat., 7.

NEWSical the Musical
The Kirk Theatre
410 W. 42nd St. (9th & 10th Aves.)

Sex Tips For Straight
Women From A Gay Man
777 Theater
777 8th Ave. (47th St.)

This romantic comedy takes the audience
on a hilarious and wild ride where no topic
is taboo and the insider ‘tips’ come straight
from the source: a gay man. Based on the
international best-selling book of the same
title. Saturdays @ 7 & 9:30.

Sleep No More
The McKitrick Hotel
530 W. 27th St. (10th Ave.)

An immersive production inspired by
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, told through the
lens of a Hitchcock thriller. An unexpected location will be exquisitely transformed
into an installation of cinematic scenes that
evoke the world of Macbeth. The audience
has the freedom to roam the environment
and experience a sensory journey as he or
she chooses what to watch and where to go.

Stomp
Orpheum Theatre
126 2nd Ave. (St. Marks Pl.)

Relying solely on the human body and
ordinary household items, Stomp is a
heart-thumping, energetic musical exhibition of choreographed percussion. This
award winning production is a broom
whacking, bin pounding, lid smacking good
time. Tues.-Fri., 8; Sat., 3 & 8; Sun., 2
& 5:30. Check website for variations.

Sweeney Todd
Barrow Street Theatre
27 Barrow St. (7th Ave.)

A barber who was unjustly imprisoned for
years by a corrupt judge returns to England bent on revenge — a revenge that
turns indiscriminately murderous, leading
his resourceful accomplice, Mrs. Lovett, to
bake the victims into meat pies.

That Physics Show
(family favorite)
The Elektra Theatre
300 W. 43rd St. (8th Ave.)

With constantly evolving material that
lampoons current events, celebrities, politics, and more, NEWSical makes for hilarious comedy with snappy writing. This
Drama Desk nominated musical is pure
entertainment and a feat that any news
junkie will appreciate. Mon.Tues.Fri.,
8:15; Sat., 3 & 8:15; Sun., 7:30.

Lifetime professional physics demonstrator
David Maiullo brings his scientific "magic" from the world of physics to the stage
in a tantalizing show that features live
segments on motion, momentum, vacuum, friction, energy, density, fluid motion,
sound waves/vibrations, light waves, temperature and many more from the world in
which we live. Wed., 2; Sat. & Sun, 12 & 3.

One Funny Mother
New World Stages 2
340 W. 50th St. (8th & 9th Aves.)

Yen
Lucille Lortel Theatre
121 Christopher St. (Hudson St.)

Have you ever gone un-showered for days,
fought with your husband over who works
harder, picked a child’s nose or had a kid
pee on you? Dena Blizzard’s new show
One Funny Mother will make you realize
you’re not crazy…motherhood is! Thurs.,
7; Sat., 8.

YEN explores a childhood lived without
boundaries. Bobbie and Hench are home
alone. Days are filled by streaming porn,
playing video games, and watching the
world go by. Their mom rarely visits these
days, and it’s chaos when she does. But
when animal-loving neighbor Jenny takes
an interest in their dog Taliban, the boys
discover a world far beyond what they
know.

MUSEUMS

A RT
American Folk Art Museum
2 Lincoln Sq.
(Columbus Ave. at 66th St.)
212.595.9533

The premier institution devoted to the
creative expression of self-taught artists,
this museum holds more than 7,000 artworks dating from the 18th century to the
present. There is an astounding variety
of objects here, including paintings, drawings, textiles, ceramic objects, furniture,
and handmade items like carousel animals,
weathervanes, game boards, and shop signs.
Fans of renowned outsider artist Henry
Darger, rejoice. This place holds the largest
collection anywhere of his works, including
paintings, collages, drawings, manuscripts,
and other materials.

The Cloisters
99 Margaret Corbin Dr.
(Ft. Tryon Pk.)
212.923.3700

This northern outpost of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art is all about medieval art and
architecture, from gorgeous stained-glass
windows to its must-see collection of unicorn
tapestries. A stroll through the museum’s
atmospheric chapels, picturesque cloisters,
and enchanting herb gardens will instantly
conjure romantic images of medieval knights
and maidens. Be sure to explore the picturesque walkways of surrounding Fort Tryon
Park, a lovely setting for the intoxicating
experience of being transported to another
time and place.

New Museum

Cooper Hewitt,
Smithsonian Design Museum
2 E. 91st St. (Fifth Ave.)
212.849.8400

Rubin Museum of Art

N

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

o other city in the U.S. – and few in the world
– can compete with New York when it comes
to number and diversity of museums. From
huge megastars like the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and American Museum of Natural History
to lesser known gems like the intimate Morgan
Library and Museum, the city truly has it all in
the arts and culture department.

York. Then work your way down “Museum Mile” to
the Jewish Museum, Cooper-Hewitt, Guggenheim,
and Met, all within walking distance of each other.
Another idea: spend a day downtown, visiting the
New Museum, National Museum of the American
Indian, and National September 11 Memorial and
Museum; or hop a train across the river to the
Brooklyn Museum.

A good place to start your museum-hopping
excursion might be upper Fifth Avenue, with visits
to the Latino-flavored Museo del Barrio and its
gracious neighbor, Museum of the City of New

Art and design, culture and history – they’re
all represented by exciting NYC institutions that
await your visit. Start planning your itinerary here.
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The only museum in the nation devoted
exclusively to historic and contemporary
design, Cooper Hewitt is home to a diverse
collection of objects spanning 30 centuries.
Situated in the visually imposing former
mansion of industrialist Andrew Carnegie,
the museum recently reopened after three
years’ renovation. Try out one of the fantastic new interactive features, like the Immersion Room, where you can select wallpaper
from the museum’s extensive collection and
project it onto the walls. Or just browse the
textiles, furniture, toys, jewelry, kitchen
appliances, or whatever strikes your fancy.

The Frick Collection
1 E. 70th St. (5th Ave.)
212.288.0700
This magnificent former residence of industrialist/arts patron Henry Clay Frick
is the perfect setting for his collection of
Old Master paintings, handsome sculptures
and exquisite furniture. With many of the
artworks arranged according to Frick’s original design, it’s easy to feel his presence in
the richly decorated rooms. The huge wall
murals and ornate furnishings of the fairytale perfect Fragonard Room will transport
you directly to 18th century France (before
peasants revolted against such gorgeous but
ruinous excess).

The Metropolitan
Museum of Art
1000 Fifth Ave. (82nd St.)
212.535.7710
With nearly two million artworks spanning
5,000 years, The Met is the largest art museum in the U.S., with a mind-bogglingly
extensive array of holdings, from Classical
Greek sculpture to contemporary photography. Check out one of the many special
exhibits or explore the museum’s vast collections of Ancient Egyptian art (and the
splendid Temple of Dendur); myriad rooms
of European paintings; African, Asian or
Islamic art; or the always gorgeous Costume
Institute offerings. Refuel at the relatively
inexpensive but impressively eclectic cafeteria on the ground floor.

Museum of American
Illustration
128 E. 63rd St.(Lexington Ave.)
212.838.2560

In 1901 the Society of Illustrators was
founded “… to promote generally the art
of illustration and to hold exhibitions from
time to time.” Since 1939 the Society has
been housed in this graceful, five-story townhouse, where the lower levels eventually
became the museum it is today. In addition
to special exhibits ranging from alternative
comics to children’s book illustration, there’s
a permanent collection boasting nearly 2,000
works by the greatest names in the field.
Fledgling illustrators are welcome to hone
their skills at twice-weekly “sketch nights.”

Museum of Arts and Design
2 Columbus Cir. (58th St.)
212.299.7777

A celebration of historic and contemporary
innovation in art, craft, and design, MAD
is conveniently located at the southwest
corner of Central Park. The museum’s new
(2008) spacious home boasts 54,000 square
feet of galleries displaying a dazzling array
of objects, including over 100 colorful quilts
from 17 countries; metal work from teapots
to incense burners; and beautiful wooden
pieces including Frank Gehry’s curvy Power
Play Armchair and other innovative examples of furniture. Jewelry lovers, take note:
MAD is the only American museum with a
gallery dedicated to contemporary jewelry.

Museum of Modern Art
11 W. 53rd St. (5th & 6th Ave.)
212.708.9400

Considered by many the most influential
modern art museum in the world, MoMA has
been on the cutting edge of the field since its
founding in 1929. It’s impossible not to be
delighted by something here, whether it be
a Jackson Pollock from the permanent collection or one of the special exhibits, which
range from blockbuster retrospectives of
major artists to collections by avant-garde
photographers. Don’t forget to pay a visit
to Van Gogh’s hauntingly beautiful The
Starry Night, an unfailingly soul-stirring
experience.

New Museum
235 Bowery (Stanton St.)
212.219.1222
From its sleek, white, stacked-box architecture to the cutting-edge exhibits within, the
New Museum is all about the thrill of (what
else?) the new, or at least, the very recent.
One of the few institutions in the world
exclusively devoted to contemporary art,
the New Museum offers adventurous shows
such as the recurring Triennial, devoted to
emerging artists from around the world.
With exhibits ranging from dance-for-camera works to surveys of multimedia artists
such as Chris Burden to experimental sound
experiences, this place is always buzzing
with something extraordinary.

Neue Galerie
1048 Fifth Ave. (86th St.)
212.628.6200
Housed in a distinguished Beaux-Arts style
mansion designed by New York Public Library architects Carrère & Hastings, the
Neue Galerie is devoted to early 20th century German and Austrian art and design.
It’s easy to feel the spirit of 1920s Vienna,
not just embodied in the works by masters
such as Schiele, Kandinsky, Klee, and Klimt
(whose famed Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer
I resides here), but in two cozy cafes serving
up authentic specialties including strudel
and Linzertorte. Wunderbar!

Rubin Museum of Art
150 W. 17th St (Seventh Ave.)
212.620.5000
A lovely gem of a space devoted to the art and
cultures of the Himalayas, India, and nearby
regions, the Rubin is one of New York’s more
engaging museums. With special exhibits
ranging from ancient artworks to modern
multi-media projects, and a permanent collection focused on myriad forms of Tibetan
art, the Rubin is a treasure trove of works
you probably won’t see anywhere else.

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
1071 5th Ave. (89th St.)
212.423.3500
The Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Guggenheim is as renowned for its distinctive
cylindrical shape as for its Impressionist,
Post-Impressionist, Modern and contemporary art collections. Immerse yourself
in an intimate special exhibit in one of the
museum’s galleries, or wander up (or down)
the airy, spiraling rotunda and take in one
of its carefully curated larger shows. Built
to be “a temple of spirit” per co-founder
Hilla Rebay, this is a place where art and
architecture merge into something truly
extraordinary.

Whitney Museum
99 Gansevoort St.
(Washington & 10th Sts.)
212.570.3600
The Whitney, New York’s beloved institution
devoted to art of the U.S., has just re-opened
in its brand new, Renzo Piano-designed
space located in the hip Meatpacking District. Inaugural exhibit America Is Hard to
See is an unprecedented selection of works
from the Whitney’s permanent collection,
comprising approximately 650 pieces by
some 400 artists, with rarely shown pieces
side-by-side with familiar icons by Hopper,
O’Keeffe, and Calder, among others.

MUSEUMS
CULTU RA L
American Museum of
Natural History
Central Park West (79th St.)
212.769.5100

One of the most celebrated museums on
earth, the AMNH has 45 permanent exhibit
halls housing myriad human, animal, plant,
fossil, and rock specimens, in addition to the
renowned Rose Center for Earth and Space.
Don’t miss the amazing array of dinosaur
skeletons in the Fossil Halls, the Millstein
Hall of Ocean Life’s great squid vs. whale
combat diorama, or the towering display of
eight “alarmed” elephants in the Akeley Hall
of African Mammals. Night at the Museum
fans can recreate their favorite scenes with
a self-guided tour of exhibits featured in
the movies.

The Anne Frank Center USA
44 Park Pl. (Church St.)
212.431.7993

A partner to the famed Anne Frank House
in Amsterdam, NYC’s Anne Frank Center
was started by Anne’s father Otto Frank
as the Anne Frank Foundation in 1959.
Using the diary and spirit of its namesake,
the center’s mission is to educate about
the dangers of intolerance, antisemitism,
racism, and discrimination, and to inspire
a world built on equal rights and respect.
This unique, contemplative space includes
an interactive exhibit telling Anne’s story
via diary excerpts, stories, and images of her
family and those who hid with her.

Intrepid Sea, Air &
Space Museum
Pier 86
(West 46th St. and 12th Ave.)
212.245.0072

Located on and around the decommissioned
aircraft carrier USS Intrepid, this museum
is a must for military and maritime history buffs. But even those who don’t know a
Bell helicopter from a Sikorsky will be impressed by the diverse assortment of historic
aircraft, plus the opportunity to ogle the
space shuttle Enterprise up close, explore
the guided missile submarine Growler, or
experience the luxurious interior of a British
Airways Concorde. Truly intrepid visitors
can get their thrills aboard state-of-the-art
flight simulators.

Jewish Museum
1109 Fifth Ave. (92nd St.)
212.423.3200

Located in the lovely Felix M. Warburg
House, a former mansion on New York’s
famed Museum Mile, the Jewish Museum
houses 30,000 works of art and cultural
artifacts reflecting the global Jewish experience. Its excellent special exhibits are as
acclaimed as those of larger art museums,
while its permanent collection includes
international treasures from ancient to
modern times. Archaeological artifacts, ceremonial art, old and contemporary paintings,
beautiful and unusual menorahs; these are
just some of the wondrous things to behold
here, for art aficionados of all cultures.
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Lower East Side Tenement
Museum
97 Orchard St. (Delancey St.)
212.431.0233

This typical five-story brick tenement building, like many in the neighborhood, was
home to approximately 7,000 working-class
people, from more than 20 countries, between 1863 and 1935. Unlike its renovated
neighbors, however, 97 Orchard preserves
and interprets the history of the city’s immigration through guided tours of apartments
representing different time periods. Amid
the dim lighting, recreated furnishings, and
appropriately garbed actors playing former
tenants, it’s not hard to imagine a bygone
neighborhood and the lives of those who
gave up everything to settle here.

The Morgan Library & Museum
225 Madison Ave. (36th St.)
212.685.0008
This striking complex of buildings originated
with the 1906 palazzo-like private library of
financier John Pierpont Morgan, and was
recently completed with Renzo Piano’s modernistic renovation and expansion. Check
out one or more of the Morgan’s excellent
exhibits of illuminated, literary and historical manuscripts, books, drawings and prints.
But don’t miss the Charles McKim-designed
library itself, recently restored to its original
grandeur. The awesomely ornate East Room
with its three-story high inlaid walnut bookshelves and Mr. Morgan’s richly appointed
study with its decadent red silk walls are
equally swoon-worthy.

The Museum at FIT
227 W. 27th St. (Seventh Ave.)
212.217.4558

This clean, airy space, which bills itself
quite reasonably as “the most fashionable
museum in New York City,” is the public
face of the most celebrated school of design
studies in the U.S. With one gallery devoted
to items from a permanent collection of
50,000 garments and accessories dating
from the 18th century to present, another to
innovative special exhibits, and yet another
holding student and faculty shows, this is a
must-visit for anyone with even a passing interest in the history and industry of clothing.

Museum of the City of New York
1220 Fifth Ave. (103rd St.)
212.534.1672

An institution that celebrates the history,
art and culture of New York and its people,
MCNY is well worth a trip to the northern
end of Museum Mile, and not just because
it’s across the street from Central Park’s
lovely Conservatory Gardens. Go for its
consistently remarkable special exhibits
or permanent displays that include extravagant costumes and decorative objects from
the city’s Gilded Age and an exploration
of NYC’s social activism. Be sure to check
out the elaborate Stettheimer Dollhouse
featuring tiny paintings made by 1920s
avant-garde artists.

New York City Fire Museum
278 Spring St. (Hudson St.)
212.691.1303
Honoring “The Bravest,” from New York’s
storied firefighting past to the 343 who made
the ultimate sacrifice to protect their fellow
New Yorkers on September 11, 2001, the
New York City Fire Museum is a treasure
trove of historic artifacts and contemporary
educational programs. Children, in particular, are fascinated by the collection of
old-fashioned and contemporary firetrucks,
while interactive fire safety demonstrations,
led by real FDNY firefighters, captivate and
educate, including a simulated escape from
a smoke-filled apartment and authentic
gear for visitors to try on. Attracting 40,000
visitors a year from all over the world, this is
an experience that exemplifies NYC’s most
dedicated heroes.

New York Historical Society
170 Central Park West (77th St.)
212.873.3400

Founded in 1804, the New-York Historical Society (N-YHS) collects and protects
the city’s history. As the oldest museum
in NYC (predating the Met by nearly 70
years), N-YHS chronicles the city’s past and
present, with much of their 40,000-object
collection in full view and accessible via
contemporary touch screens and interactive
exhibits. Expect Tiffany lamps and Audobon watercolors alongside Revolutionary
War-era portraits, Civil War letters, and
newspapers and artifacts preserved from
9/11. N-YHS is also home to Caffè Storico, a
gleaming Italian restaurant from renowned
restaurateur Stephen Starr.

New York Transit Museum
Boerum Pl. (Schermerhorn St.)
718.694.1600

Appropriately situated in a decommissioned
subway station, the Transit Museum is one
of the city’s most extraordinary destinations.
The sprawling space houses a vast array
of historical artifacts relating to the city’s
trains, buses, bridges, and tunnels, including old maps, turnstiles, token booths, and
countless other items. Hop aboard vintage
subway cars of various eras (complete with
period-appropriate ads) for a taste of bygone
commuter travel or slide into the driver’s
seat of a city bus and imagine steering that
baby down Broadway. You will be (yep)
transported.

The Paley Center for Media
25 W. 52nd St. (Sixth Ave.)
212.621.6600
Formerly known as the Museum of Television & Radio and the Museum of Broadcasting, the Paley Center believes that television and radio shows are artifacts worthy of
preservation, and we couldn’t agree more!
Close to 160,000 TV shows, commercials,
and radio programs are available in the
Center's library for visitors to experience
at individual consoles. From The Honeymooners to Breaking Bad, the 1984 Super
Bowl commercial introducing the Macintosh
computer to Olympics highlights, there’s a
ton to choose from. Prepare to spend a nice
chunk of time here.
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LOWER MANHATTAN

YOUR NEXT TRIP

Wisdom and faith. Natural wonders and man-made
marvels. Extraordinary cities and vast empty spaces.
Great rivers and towering mountains. The disparate
joys of India make it a travelers’ paradise – and this
month’s Next Trip.
From the southern coast, within a clear day’s sight
of Sri Lanka, to the peaks that border sacred Nepal
in the north, India is diverse and sprawling. Her cities,
including the capital of New Delhi, are among the
world’s largest and most densely populated, while her
silent places, like the legendary Taj Mahal, inspire
quiet reverence. You can indulge in the greatest head
massage of your life in a cramped stall beside whirring
city streets or dodge cattle crossing beside your
motorcar or rickshaw. There is no end to the adventure
that you’ll find.

Sri Lanka

It’s likely that – unless you have a year or more to
travel – you’ll not see all of India on your first try.
Instead, confine your visit to one region of the country:
the mountainous north, for example, or the famed
Golden Triangle of Delhi, Agra, and Jaipur.
Beach bums will want to beeline for southern Mumbai
and Goa, while adventure seekers may prefer to peer
at live tigers in the national parks of Madhya Pradesh
or wild elephants in Kerala. The River Ganges,
sacred in many cultures, flows through India, and the
country is also an appealing jumping-off point for
explorations of Israel’s and Palestine’s holy sites or
the sky-piercing peaks of Nepal, including fabled
Mount Everest, the highest point on Earth.
Savvy travelers know that India is a country unto
itself, and while a billion residents can’t be wrong
about its majesty, they have also had a lifetime to
learn its quirks and travails. For beginners, steer clear
of tap water, both for drinking and for washing fruit
(but don’t shy away from the abundant melons and
bananas!). Use your NYC street smarts when choosing
street-side food vendors. Consider packing tissues and
hand sanitizer in your day bag; accommodations here
aren’t always as capacious as you may be accustom
to. But above all, don’t be afraid to step outside your
comfort zone and get to know a new place. The joy of
traveling, after all, is finding something entirely new
– and India is a gold mine.

INDIA

VISIT

For more information on visiting this incredible
destination go to http://incredibleindia.org/
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